786 Steam Boders Bill.

Hon. G. RANDELL moved that this
clause be struck out, and the following
inserted in lieu thereof :—

An owner who works or uses or permits or
allows to be worked or used any boiler in
respect of which » certificate has not been
Emnted, or is not in force, shall be liable to a

ne not exceeding fifty pounds. An owner
who works or permits or allows to he worked
or used a boiler at a higher pressure than is
authorised by this Act; or does not canse &
certificate notice, as required by this Act, to
be exhibited, and continue exhibited as re-
quired by this Act; or allows such certificate
or notice to continue exhibited confrary to
this Act, shall be liahle, for each offence, to a
fine not exceeding Twenty pounds. But if,
during the contravention of this section by the
owner in respect of any boiler, there shall be
an explosion of such hoiler causing injuary to
person or property, the owner shall be decmed
guilty of a misdemeanour, punishable by fine,
not exceeding One hundred pounds, nnd by
imprisonment with or without hard labour
for not exceeding two years: Provided that
nothing in this section contained shall exempt
any other person from any punishment or fine
or the owner from any action or suit to which
either may be liahle.

Clause (as printed) struck out.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved,
as an amendment, to the new clause, that
all the words after * owner,” in the last
line, be struck out. and the following
words be inserted in lien thereof : “orany
other person from any action or suit te
which he may be liable.”

Amendment put and possed.

New clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 29 and 30—agreed to.

Clause 31—Owner to report boiler
explosion to inspector

Hor. G. RANDELL moved, as an
amendment, that the words “or remove
the dead” he inserted between *“mjured "
and **until,” in the minth line.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 32 to 36—agreed to.

Clause 37—Fees for inspection :

Hon. G. RANDELL moved, as an
amendment, that the words after * certifi-
cate,” in the seventh line, be struck out,
and that the words * one set of fees only
shall be payable for one or mere inspec-
tions in any one year,” be inserted in lien
thereof.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 38 to 44—agreed to.

Clause 45—Act not to affect boilers
used on Government railways:

[ASSEMBLY.]

Paper presented.

Hon. G RANDELL moved, as an
amendment, that the words “and used
for travelling with any locomotive engine,”
in the first and second lines, be struck
out and that the following be inserted in
lieu thereot : ‘‘any locomotive engine, and
used on the Government railways.”

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 46—ugreed to.

Schedules 1 to 5—agreed to.

Schedule 6 :

Hox. G. RANDELL moved the follow-
ing amendments to this schedule:—In line
7, strike out “ under,” and ingert “ up to,”
and in line 10 strike out “under 8 horse-
power,” and insert “ 8 horse.power und
under.”

Amendments put and passed, and the
schedule as amended agreed to.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported with further amendnents,
and report adopted.

PAPER PRESENTTD.
By the Mivister or Mirves: Report
of Government Storekecper for 1896.7.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Comneil adjourned at 9-45 p.m. till
the next Tuesday.

Ceqislatibe Bssembly,
Thureday, 2nd December, 1897.

Question:  Fremantle . Rottnest  Cable—Imported
Labour Regigtry Bill: third reading—Annual Esti-
mates: Debate on Financial Policy (conclusion});
in Committee of Supply—Bankruptey Act Amend.
ment Bill : first reu.t]ing—Auct.ioneers Act Further
Amendment Bil!: first reading—Adjouromeot.

Tre SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.
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QUESTION—~FREMANTLE-ROTTNEST
CABLE.

Mer. HIGHAM, in accordance with
notice, asked the Minister of Education
what was the estimated cost of the pro-
posed cable between Fremantle and Rott-
nest; when it was proposed to construct
the samne as promised; if not to be con-
structed, why not?

Tur MINISTER OF EDUCATION .

(Hon, H. B. Lefroy) replied: The esti-
mated cost is £4,700.
structed as soon as funds are provided,
and it is hoped that this will be done
before the end of 1898.

IMPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY BILL,
Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES—DEBATE ON
FINANCIAL POLICY.

[The financial statement having been
made by the Premier and Treasurer upon
mtroducing the annual Estimates on
Tuesday, 16th November, and the first
item having been moved, the debate was
now resumed. ]

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY,
Mr. CONOLLY (Dundas): In

speaking on the Estimates that are before
the House, I think we shall do well to
look not only to the future expenditure of

money, but to how it is at present being
expended, and also how it has heen ex- |

pended in the past. 1 do not think it is
the desire of anyhbody, certainly it is not
of myself, in any way to depreciate the
prospects of this colony at this stage. We
fully recognise how this young country of
Western Australia has grown, “but it can-
not poessibly continue the rapid course of
progress it has undergone during the lasé
two or three years without making pro-
gressive, and at times retrogressive sieps.
Progressive steps maturally on certain
occasions, and sometimes possibly quicker
than the progress has tully justified, and,
as a natwral course, the reaction will at
times set in.  Still, I think it advisable

for everybody to look at the condition of |

this colony as it is to-day. TLook at
things fairly in the face—and I do not
think it is desirable to leok at things
fromn o roseate standpoint, or how they
might be and how they should e, but -
as thev are. and as thev will be. When

[2 Decemser, 1897.]

It will be con- .
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I we look at the condition of this colony,
comparing this year with last, we find
that there has not been altogether that
satisfactory influx of population which
many peopleanticipated, and more hoped to
see. This change has not been—as some
people asserted— the results of the Christ.
mas exemptions alone. It has heen a
steady and gradual change taking place
for the lagt five or six months. At the
beginning of this year, the population was
flowing into Western Australia in very
large numbers, and certainly, for the last
six months, this population has been
steadily and gradually on the decline,
untit the tast month, wlen we were unfor-
tunately confronted with a larger number
of departures than arrivals. ¥would say,
look at this indication as we may, we
have also another aspect to take into con-
sideration, theexpenditureof publicmoney,
which depends largely on our revenue,
and which is equally based on our popula-
tion. The expenditure of last year has
undoubtedly been a great one, and, to a
great extent, it has been well directed.
There have been many excellent works
carried out throughout the colony ; works
which will undoubtedly be an immense
benefit to the great industry en which we
depend for our prosperity and progress.
Still, I think we can look back on a few
works which were carried out, and which
. were undoubtedly not very necessary, and
which, in my opwmion and in the opinion
of many people, the country could have
got on well without, not for this year
only, but for many vears to come. I con-
sider the problem before us should bhe
how we should maintain an increase in
eur population, and continue the good
work of opening up and developing our
industries, and, at the same time, reduce
the debt of the colony. I am disposed to
think that the works which were carried
out and sanctioned were orks which
do not have that important bearing
on the progress of the colony which they
should have had, and which we expected.
For instance, we are confrouted here with a
magnificent building in the form of 2
Mint. It is to be presumed that this
Mint was built for the special benefit of
the goldfislds and the gold producers, to
prevent them sending their gold to be
minted outside the colony, in Melbourne.
I doubt whether the gold producers of
i this colony asked for this Mint, or that it
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is fully appreciated by them. The money
which has been spent on this Mint could
have been spent to the benefit of the
goldfields in an infinitely greater degrec.
As the matter now stands it is this, that
the gold is sent away under the old
conditions to the other colonies to be
minted. Certainly there isa cost in
doing this—2s. 6d. an ounce, or possibly
more ; but this cost was so well distributed
over the goldfields that very few people
troubled their heads aboutit. Ishould say
that the cost of minting the gold will
now come directly on the shoulders of the
people of the colony, and not, as it
originally did, on the shoulders of those
actually producing the gold, and who
were capable of paying the cost, and did
not mind paying it. The point 1 wish
to bring out is this. that this colony has
quite enough important and absolutely
necessary public works on which to expend
its money, without spending it on works
which are not urgently required.

Tue Premrer: You should have made
these observations two or three years
ago.

Mz. CONOLLY : And I should have
made them if T had been here.

Tue Premier: It is no use talking
about these works: they are now in hand.

A Memser: This Mint is huilt for the
goldfields.

Mr. CONOLLY: The fact remains
that the money could have been spent to
better advantage, and benefited the gold-
fields far better than being spent on a
Mint. Twouldalso point out that we have
w very magnificent and pleasing huilding
in the form of an Observatory. )

Tre Premigr: This is all ancient his-
tory.

leln. CONOLLY: I do not kuow
whether this building has been completed.

Tae PreMiER: It is nearly finished,
Do vou want to stop it now?

Mz. CONOLLY: I consider an Ob-
servatory undoubtedly necessary for a
colony, but for a colony infinitely more
advanced than Western Australia is to-
day. We went on many vears without
an Observatory, Imt we have one now.
and, no doubt, many are pleased to see
it; but T eannot look at it without feeling
that the money could have heen spent to
better advantage and more wisely and
beneficially to the country. With regard
to the expenditure of money during the

[ASSEMBLY ]
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present vear, I think certainly we can
look forward, not only as the Premier
himself has said, to an expenditure equal
to last year, but to an expenditure even
greater than last year. Taking into con-
sideration that our population is not in-
creasing quite as rapidly as we antici-
pated, I think it is an enormous burden
that we—a colony such as this, with a
population of only 150,000 people—are
asked to carry on our shoulders. I
think it is absolutely impracticable. I
do not think it right that large and
important public works should be re-
tained in the hands of the Government
alone, when the Government, as we
know, have not as much money as they
would like to have to carry out these
public works. Would it be hetter for
the country to still further mortgage its
credif, or to encourage the assistance of
private enterprise in the great work of
development ?

Mz. A. ForrEsT: We have had private
enterprise, and we do wvot want any
more.

Mr. CONOLLY: The hon. member
says we have had enough of private en-
terprise. 1 cannot understand that.
Private enterprise has carried out some of
the best and biggest works in other
countries. Take railways: we, in this
country, tried private enterprise, and it
proved a failure; but in the countries in
which the best and cheapest travelling
exigts, the railways are in the hands of
private enterprise. I refer bothto England
and America. There they have the best
equipped railways in the world. Taking
this into consideration, T ¢annot see why,
with proper deliberation and agreement,
private enterprise should not very materi-
ally assist the Government of Western
Australia in the huge work of develop-
ment. Under certain conditions it could
be done, and under those conditions it
would be beneficial. The worst that can
be said of private enterprise in this colony
is that it has influenced the alienation of
land from the people. I do not consider
the alienation of these large areas of land
a desirable thing. I maintain—and I
think I am right in doing so-—that our
rallways in this colony could be con-
structed by private enterprise, with the
sanciion of the Government, without any
alienation of our Crown Lands, but with a
reservation giving the Gonvernment the
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right to re.purchase within a reasonable
time. I do not think it weuld be right
for the Govermnent to allow railways to
be constructed by private enterprise with
land grants, and without the nght
of re-purchase when the Government
think fit. But, if the Goverument were
to allow railways to be constructed by
private enterprise with the right of re-pur-
chase within 2 certain time, there
would be no risk at all.  The risk is
taken by the people whoe carry out the
line, and that is the best guarantee, I
consider, that a le will be payable, to
know that private enterprise will carry it
out. Looking at the future expenditure,
as compared with the past, I think we
shall see that a great deal of money has
been expended, ignoring the facilities
with which pature has endowed this
country. I alludeto the various harbours
which in Western Australia are being
opened up. If you go to the North, the

[2 Drcemneg, 18971

Debate on Policy. 789

natural harbour, a harbour better worth
developing  than  exists at. Bunbury,
close to it, and that is at the Vasse.
If the audvantages of nature had been
properly utilised and made the best of,

" instead of eudeavouring to model arti-

first illustration of this is at Cossack. .
Here we have a place which I do not |

think anyone who has seen it would say
is desirable for a harbour. That work is
in hand, and the money is being spent
on 1it, when, at Port Hedland, a few
miles distant, we have a good harbour
without any money heing spent on it.
Conie to the harbour at the place repre-
sented by the Premier—and I may state

that whatever I say about Bunbury Ido not -

say it because the Premier represents the
place, but say it because I believe in what
I state—I have been down to Bunbury,
and I have seen the work going on there.
I have seen the country that surrounds
Bunbury, and 1 may say that I was very
much gratified to see the country that
does swround it. During my trip down
there, I fully rvealised, and I was con-
vinced, that this colony was capable of
producing what is necessary for the
present population, and a much larger
one. But Icould not see that the country

around justified the expenditure of
£100,000 on a harbour.
Tne Pgremger: There is a million

pounds worth of timber there. What
are you going to do with that?

Mr. CONOLLY : That is what I am
coming to. The harbour at Bunburv is,
no doubt, a very farr harbour for small
traffic; but if people wish to take into
considerafion the possibility of a large

ficial harbours by means of public
moneys. not only would this country
have exercised iminense economy, but
would have the gratification of kuowing
that it had made the hest use of what
nature had given. T lave also u little to
say ubout a harbour which I represent
(Esperance), and I am going to say it.
too. With reference to that harbour, T
should like to make a comparison with
the harbour at Bunbury, which has
received a large amount of public mnouney,
and T wish it to be distinctly understood
that T do not make this comparison
between Esperance and Bunbwry merely
because Bunbury happens to be in the
electorate of the Premier. I do so
because I consider that the harbour
works at Bunbury should not have been
undertaken at all, when there is a natural
harbour at the Vasse for that portion of
the colony.

Tar PreMIER: You are a great
authority on that, no doubt.

M. CONOLLY : I haveseen both places.

Tae Premier: Ouce, perhaps.

Mz. CONOLLY : Once may be better
than a great many times.

Tue PrEMIER: You are very rash in
committing yourself.

Mr. CONOLLY: There are many
people who say that Bunbury is the place
from which a large amount of shipment
is expected to take place. T will only
sav that, taking the shipping returns of

" the port of Bunbury as it1s now, and

comparing them with the shipping returns
of the Vasse, while allowing that Bun-
bury has received some benefit from the
works already done, I find that only three
vessels loaded left Bunbury harbour last
vear, whilst eighteen vessels left the Vasse.

Me. A. Forresr: They could not get
in at Bunbury.

Mr. Leake: When they do go into
Bunbury they get on the sandhills.

Me. CONOLLY : Vasse, and not Bun-
bury, is intended by nature to be the
harbour of that district.

Tue Pxestuer: It is Hamlin Harbour
you mean thul the eighteen ships went

trade from the district, there is u better . frone.
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Mr. CONOLLY: Itis marked on the
shipping returns as Vasse.

Tae PrEMIER: That shows how little
you know about it.

Mr. CONOLLY : 1 can only take the
Government records.

Mk. A. Forrest: You onglht to locally
know it.

Mzr. CONOLLY : The Government re-
cords are supposed to be nuthentic. In
the expenditure of this mouney on the
harbour worke, I think it 1z the duty of
the colony to see how lony it will take for
these works to pay a percentage of in-
terest on the expenditure; and while
Bunbury receives many of her dutiable
goods through Fremantle, the amount of
shipping revenue actually paidat Bunbary,
as shown in the Customs returns last year,
was only £8,566, while Esperance returned
uo less than £34,000 last year.  That is
the difference in the amount of shipping
at the two places, and it is very marked.
In conclusion, T say that so far as the dis-
trict I represent is concerned, T hope that
the expenditure of public money in the
country will be done with a little more
equality and justice; and if any harbour
in this colony, whether the harbour I
represent or any other, contributes a
certainr amount to the reveuue, I hope
that harbour will be allowed to have some
sinall portion of the revenue back ugain.

Mer. SOLOMON (South Fremantle):
That the Financial Statement made by
the Premier is an interesting one, there
can be no two opiniens ; but many matters
were mentioned, dealing with the imme-
diate past and the immediate future,
which should give us serious considera-
tion. Judging from the recent departures
of people from the colony, and from
various agitations, as well as from the
applications which are constantly heing
made by people out of employment, hav-
ing heen dismissed from the Grovernment
service, it appears there 13 serious cause
for alarm in the near future; and. if this
state of things continues, no doubt we
shall have our towns inundated with the
unemployed, and that is a serious possi-
hility to keep in view, That men are going
away,and that the populationis decreasing,
there can be no doubt; but whether the
decrease is in that class of mnen which we
cannot afford to keep here is a4 question.
My own opinion is that those who have a
little money, and are unable to obtain
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emplovment, are going away to other
colonies ; and that those who cannot go,
and are unable to obtaln work, will be
left as paupers on the State. Although
it may be said that the increase of
departures is owing to the time of yvear,
vet we must consider that this has been
going on for something like three months ;
and I think that if people ure going to
the other gide, they wall not reuire three
mounths for the purpose of spending a few
days at their old homes during the
Christmas  holidays. Those who do go
away, having the means for so doing, are
the very people we want to keep here, so0
that they may spend in this colony the
money they have made here, instead of
running away to spend it elsewhere.

Mz. A. Forrest: How are you to
stop them ?

Mr. SOLOMON: That is a matter for
gerious coansideration. Although many
persons scoff at the idea, vet there is no
doubt the cause of many going away is
the high cost of living; but whether the
high cost results from excessive rents, or
from excessive duties on food and other
necessaries, the fact remains that people
find these accumulated charges very hard
to bear. We ought to try to reduce in
some way the high cost of living in this
colony ; and if we cannot induce property
owners to lower their rents, we ought to
reduce the Custorns duties as affording
some means of relief. There are sone
matters of expenditure which the Govern-
ment might have given their attention to.
One matter which I consider very ur-
gent 15 that, with the certainty of hot
weather, there is 2 serious pecessity for
providing some place for the treatment of
contagious fever patients. In Fremantle,
during the last few months, we have
had some fever cases, such as scarlatina ;
and in the case of one female patient,
there was no public hospital or place
where she could be treated, and she
was sent to the Town Hall, so that
the health officer had to find some
asylum for her at a heavy expense
to the Health Board. We appealed to
the Government, and were told it was the
duty of the Health Board to provide an
asylum for such cases. The Health
Board in Fremantle do not receive any
subsidy from the Govermmnent, and the
mouney they spend is vbtained from the
ratepayers tor providing a sambary
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service in the town, and we find it is as
much as the Health Board can possibly
do to make ends meet. T do not see why

(2 Decemser, 1897.]

|
f

a town should be saddled with expenses
of that kind, which should be borne by -

the State. I ask the Government to

consider at an early date the necessity for .

erecting fever hospituls where required ;
and, iu regard to the Fremantle hospital,
I was told only this morning by the
medieal officer that there are ftour cases
of typhoid fever, the patients living in
tents because they canuot be taken in at
the hospital. T wm iuformed by the
medical officer that, if they remain there,
the chunces are they will die.

Tue Director ofF PusLic WoReSs:
We have spent £7,000 on the hospital at
Fremantle.

Mer. SOLOMON: We lave uo con-
venience for isolating fever cases. We
tried to obtain the use of the hospital at
Subiaco, formerly used by the Perth
Couneil for fever patients; but we were
told by the Perth Council that we could
not have the use of it for Fremantle
patients, The Government should erect
a place between Perth and Fremantle for
contagious fever cases. Considering the

large number of vessels coming close to :

the wharves, almost in the centre of the
town of Fremantle, I think that sooner
or later we shall be visited there with
some epidemic of a contagious nature.
Diseases of some kind do Dbreak out
in various places, and the sooner we
are prepared to deal with such a
contingency the better. Another matter
is with regard to the barbour works
at Fremantle. I regrel to see that the
Government have reappropriated some
£70,000 from the vote for the dry dock,
and applied it to the harbour works
generally. In my opinion, the dry dock
and the harbour works should be com-
pleted together, as soon as possible; and
now that the German Lloyds Company
sre arranging to send large steamers to
Fremantle, if we do not provide dock
facilities those steamers will have to spend
the money somewhere else, and we shall
not reap any benefit from that source. I
trust the Government will try to do what
is possible in this matter.

Tue Direcror oF PusrLic Works:
We cannot possibly do it this year.

Me. SOLOMON : The money has been
voted for the drv dock. With regard
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to one or two matters of injustice, there
is the pew asylum for lunatics at
the Whitby TFalls estate: and with
regard to the appointment of officers
thew we have had officers in the asylum
at Fremantle who have been there for the
last 20 vears, and three vears ago they
were promised u rise of £5 per annum in
their salaries, but have not received any
increase yet. Lately a temporary asylum
has been built at Whitby Falls, and some
entire stranger has been appointed there,
over the heads of those men who huve so
long been engaged in the siatne kind of
work at Fremantle; and this was done
without even asking them whether they
would go te the Whithy asylum or not.
These men have been receiving small
saluries during many years; and vet,
when there is an opportunity of Linprov-
ing the position of some of them, u
Lomplete stranger coming lere without
local knowledge is appointed over their
heads at a .-;n,lzt-r_\.' of £130 a vear. That
is an injustice tv men who have heen long
in the service of the country. There is a
matter in regard to salaries paid to
resident magistrates. I observe in the
Estimates that the resident magistrate at
Perth is to have his salary increased to
£700 a year, and the resident magistrate
for the Perth Local Court is also in-
creased to £700. while our resident
magistrate at Fremaatle, who does as
much work as the two put together, gets
only £600 a year. Taking into considera-
tivn the nature of the work he has to do,
he should be placed at least on an equal
footing with any magistrate in Perth.
These are matters o which I have thonght
it necessary to call atiention; lnt there
are other points which I may deal with
when we consider the Estimates of the
departments.

Mr. RASON (South Burchison):
had not intended to speak in this pre-
liminary debate on the Estimates, but
feel bound to protest on my own part
against a few of the statements which
have been made. In iny opinion, ad-
vantage lhas been taken of the scope
aftorded by these Estimates to make a
most unwarranted charge  against
the Director of Public Works. He
has heen accused by two or three
members with having a desire to grab
all the money he can, so that he may
indulge in reckless and extravagant
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expenditure.
members of this House, and certainly in
the opinion of the vust majority of
people outside, the Director of Public
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In the opinion of many °

Works has shown a considerable amownt

of energy and talent in the discharge of
his duties ; and, to my certain knowledge,
his desire has been rather to curtail ex-
penditure, instead of increasing it. Bear-
ing in mind that whatever he has done
has been simply carrying out the mstruec-
tions of this House, to o great extent, I
say that to ucouse the hon. gentleman of
reckless and extravagant expenditure is
most unfair and wngenerous. We have
been told that an attempt will be made
to take something like half a million of
money from public works, and transfer
that sum to the Lands Department. The
hon. member (Mr. Leake) who is respon-
sible for outlining that plan of actionstated
his desire that some assistance should be
given to the farmer, and some encourage-
ment, given to the pastoralist. Thatis a
very refreshing statement tocome from the
hon. gentleman, who Lut a short time ago
assured us the farmer was such an utterly
worthless individual that he did not de-
serve any encouragement; and asto the
pastoralist, the hon. member said it did
not matter to the colony if he was wiped
off the face of the earth altogether,

Me. Leaxe: Whe said that? T did
not say ib. I think it was the member
for the Swan.

Tue Premier: You said the farmer
was 1o good, and was lazy.

Mz. RASON: 1 suppose the member
for Albany, who leads the Opposition,
has no desire to separate the member for
the Swan from his party.

Mr. LEake: No more thau T have a
destre to gain you

Me. RASON : Thank you. The desire
is mutual; but it is a refreshing state-
ment that the member for Albany has so
considerably altered his views in such a
short time, that now his desire is to
benefit the agriculturist and the pas-
toralist by transferring half a million of
money from items of public works. There
is one other matter, and I am sorry the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.

Vosper) is not in his seat to hear my .

remarks; and if he had been here I
should have had more to say on u subject
he brought before the House than T shall
say in his absence. The hon. member
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thought proper to bring a lengthy list of
grave charges against certain heads of
departments in the public service. I
have no doubt the hon. member was
actuated by o desire to remedy what he
considered to be an injustice: but I
should like to ask him whether—I am
glad to observe hie has now entered the
Chamber—in his desire to remedy an in-
justice to men emploved in a department,
he hag not unwittingly done an injustice
to the head of that depurtment. The
hon. member said he would be satis-
fied so long as he got these charges
placed on the Hansurd record. Now, if
the charges were true, that was a praise-
worthy effort, and I am glad the hon.
member succeeded in it so far; but
supposing the charges are untrue, can the
hon. member show me any possible course
by which the refutation of those charges
can also be placed on the records of
Hangard ?

Mg. Vosper:
quiry.

Mer. RASON: We must remember
that he brought forward charges, but did
not mention the names of men who made
those charges to him: and from the very
nature of the charges it would be impos-
gsible, in the way the charges were put
before this House, for the Minister to
give them & denial. One charge was
that some employees in the postal service
had been refused sick leave. That is
quite possible, in a large service such as
that; but if the head of the department
could lay his hands on the particular
cases, be might beable to prove that there
was no injustice and no hardship done.
If the Minister in charge of that depart-
ment accepted those names under the
conditions named by the hon. member,
that is a guarantee that the men named
should not suffer as = consequence of
what they bhad done, then those men
would practically have a lease for life in
the public service ; because if the Minister
were to guarantee that those wmen should
not. suffer in conseguence of having made
these charges, I submit that if the men’s
names were accepted under that condition
it would be impossible to dischurge them
at any future time, without having it
stated that they were discharged in
congequence of having brought forward
these charges. I will refer now to vne
statement made by the leader of the

Certainly; by an in-
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Opposition himself. He said it appeared
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to him we had reached an ermu of log-

rolling, and that the Premier appeared
to say to members on the Government
side of the House, * Support me, and I
will give vou something for
district.” T am surprised ut members on
the other side of the House having the
audacity to make such an accusation
against members on this side.

Tae PrEMIER : Nume them.

Me. RASON: T.am glad to have this
apportunity of stating to the Premier, as
head of the Government, what perhaps he
may not lkmow, that a considerable amonnt
of dissatisfaction is felt wnong members
who may safely claim to he his supporters,
and I suppose I may be recognised as one,
whatever my support may be worth; and

I am not ashamed of it. though there isa |

your !

considerable difference in shame, and the .

reasons for shame. I assure the right
hon. gentleman that we on this side feel
that, in the Premier’s desire to be just to
members of the Opposition, or to members
of the House generally, he is more than
just and more than generous to members
on the Oppositien side. and is hy no
means so to members who sit on this
side of the House. If benefits are
to be derived for a particular dis-
trict, then I know full well that the best
course to pursue in order fo gain those
benefits would be to sit on the Opposition
side of the House. I am glad I have had
the opportunity of culling the attention
of the right hon. gentleman to this fact;
and I can assure him a great deal more
satisfuction will be felt Ly his supporters,
if he is less generous to the members of
the Opposition, and that he should con-
sider his friends to a greater extent, instead
of giving so much to those members of the
Opposition who would, on the very first
oppo: tunity, turn round and bite the hand
that fed them,

Me. LeEake: A bribe.

Mzr. RASON : You aceepted it.

Mr. Moraw : Every time.

Mr. Leake: You (Mr. Rason) have
done very well in your district—£2.700.

Me. RASON : That is a lot,amonyg seven
goldfields!

Tue MINISTER OF EDUCATION
(Hon. H. B. Lefrov): I am glad the
member for North-Eust Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper) is present, becanse T was de-

sirous that, wheu T rose to speak on this |
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question, he should bLe present. In the
speech with which he favoured the House
a week awo, of about one and a half
lours’ duration, the outpourings of his
cloquence were devoted chiefly to an
attack on the Postmaster-General ; and,
it he did not express it, he implied that
the Minister in control was merely a
nonentity. The hon. gentleman posed
as a great reformer of grievances; but,
unless he can prove to the House that
these grievances are correct, 1 am afraid
he will not, in the future or the present,
have much influence with hon. members.
In bringing forward the statements the
Lkon. gentlemen did a few evenings ago,
I am willing to helieve they were entirely
intended for the redress of yrievances,
but I fear there may possibly be some
motive bebind them. Some few weeks
ago the hon. member asked me certain
questions, and although it is not possible
for him from his place in the House to
state that the answers were false, he pro-
duces and reads to the House anonymous
letters which stafe that, in the opinions of
the writers, these replies were false and
not straightforward. These replies were
made by me in answer to the hon. gentle-
man, and it is for this House to judge
between us as to whether these answers
were correct or not. I do not think my
worst enemy, at any rate, will give me
credit for not, being straightforward. The
hon. gentleman recites two cases, and at
the time he mentioned the names, I think.
These cases were well known to me--that
Ministerial nonentity who knows nothing
of what goes on under his control. One
was & case in which the hon. member
stated the officer in charge of a certain
office on the geldfields, Kanowna, was
refused sick leave after four years service,
and the man had to retire before he could
get the leave. I believe I am corractly
stating what the hon. gentleman said. I
would like to know whether T am correct
in nnderstanding the hon. member, and I
will mention it again, The hon. member
stated that a certain officer, postmaster at
Kanowna, was refused sick leave after
four years’ service.

Mr. Vosper: 1 said 2 certain officer.

Tue MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
The man’s name is Knight. This officer
received instructions fo be in readiness to
remove to avother oftice. T consider that
every officer in the public service, particu-
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larly in a large department like the Postal
Department, should be ready at a
moment's notice to go where he is ordered.
How is the service of the country to he
carried on if an officer savs 1 will not
go,” and his wizh is to be considered ?
How is the service to be carried on if a
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man ¢an go anywhere he wishes to, and

not obey the instructions of his superior
officer. This officer distinctly refused to
go. He telegraphed saying he would
not go, and le gave us a reason that
he was going to wask for leave to
visit his friends in another colony;
not for a few weeks, as the hon. member
for North-East Coolgardie stated, but for
ten weeks, I have that in the officer's
own hand-writing, and can produce it.
He asked for ten weeks’ holiday, and said,
at the same time, that if the holidays
were not granted he would leave the
service, and that he would only go to the
office to which he was told to remove con-
ditionally on being granted the leave of
absence. I would Iike to know what
position any Minister, or any person ¢ou-
trolling o business, would take in a matter
of this kind. ‘What position would any
wember of this House take up? Would
hesay  Allright; go and take your leave?"
Certainly not; he would have to reply,
“The exigencies of the service require
that you should go, and, after you have
removed to your new office, if leave can be
granted it shall be so granted.”

Mr. VospEr: Was that his first and
only application for leave ?

Trr MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
The only application I have heard of, and
this officer never stated in his application
that he had applied for leave before. He
tried to get leave at the point of the
bayonet, and he further stated in his
letter that if he did not get the leave,
he was going to resign, as he had an
offer of employment in another colony
that he could go to. These are the sort
of matters the hon. member brings before
the House. These are the sort of ques-
tions he brings up as grievances, and
upon which he classes the Postmaster
General as a despot and tyrant, and says
the Minister at the head of the depart-
ment is a nonentity. This officer was
allowed leave after a time, and the whole
thing ended amicably; and I am quite
certain the officer n  guestion never
wished this matter brought up in the
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House in the way it was brought up;
yet these things are brought forward in
the House us grievances.

Mr. Voseer: I ouly guoted it us une
ingtance of muny.

Tur MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
I pity the hon. gentleman that he could
1ok geta hetterinstance to support his case.
The hon. member for North-East Cool-
gardie knows very little about the civil
service of the coleny. Although he puses
ns an authority on matters of history and
constitution, and other things, he seems to
koow very little about the foundation and
basis of the British Constitution. He
should know that no man can be dis-
missed at once from the civil service.

Mgz. Leaks: That is just what can be
done.

Tue MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
No officer can be disinissed, unless with
the approval of the Minister.

Mr. Leagg: Oh!

Tue MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
Aud the Governor and Executive Council.
I do not wish the House to go away with
the idea that the Government of the
country is carriedd on in the munner in
which the hon. member for North-East
Coolyurdie suggested. I know of every
case of dismissal in the Postal Department
since I have been there. I regret to say
there have been a yreat many dismissals in
that department, and the cases have been
very bad cnes. I have adjudicated on
the cases thoroughly, and I do not care
who follows me in the administration of
the department, it will be found that
the cases have been thoroughly con-
sidered. We hear of all sorts of cases in
the Postal Department. Men on the
goldfields have been known to play hil.
linrds and spend £5 and £10 in a
night.

Mr. Vosper: How can a man spend
£5 a night on £150 a year ?

Tue MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
Tt is other people’s money, sometimes.

Mgr. Leaxe: Through carelessness.

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
Through no officer’s carelessness. Through
the carelessness of the public.

Mr. Leaxe: Incompetent officials who
leave the cash-box open.

Tre MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
You do not know anything aboutit. If
a man goes into u telegraph office and
ugks the officer to send him u telegraphic
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mouney order, and the officer pockets
the money, how is anyone to prevent
ity

Mr. Leaxe: Hew wuny thousands
were you robbed of the other day?

Tur MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
How many people have been robbed at
different times® Idonot thiuk the Gov-
ernment service is robbed any more than
private individuals are.  The hon. mem-
bar for North-Eust Coolgardie has stated
that the Post Ofhce is under the control
of a despot who has the right to dismiss
anyone he pleases. The Postmaster Gene-
ral has noright: I deny that he has the
right, and every hon. member knows it.
The member tor North-East Coolgardie
knows nothing about the public service.
“Every case of dismissal has to be submitted
to the Miuister, and T go further and tell
the committee that all the papers in con-
nection with the cases are sent to e
hefore the dismissal is approved of.
In another case the hon. member brought
forward, he mentioned the name—it is
well known to me—of some officer at
Coolgardie: it was wmentioned in the
wonderful letter which the hon. member
read. The letter stated that a Dbrother
officer iuformed on the line this morning
of another cruel and disgraceful case, and
S0 on.

Me. InnivawortH: Did he pay for
the wire?

Tre MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
That is another way in which the time of
the service is employed. I wish those
who have grievances would put forward a
better champion than the hon. gentleman,
and produce facts that will go to prove
something. The other case stated wus
that of an officer in ill health, and the
Postmaster General replied that he could
not give the mau leave because he did not
think that the officer was in ill-health,
but that he was only shamming. That
is what the hon. gentleman stated. I
know the case, and it was nothing of the
sort. This officer had heen in fhe em-
ployment of the Post Office at a certain
goldfields town, and he asked fora month
or six weeks' holiday. He had heen at
this place for two years, and in the letter
of application he stated that some relation
waus very il and he required to go and
see lum.  The hon. gentleman mentioned
the name the other night.

Mr. Vosper : I mentioned no names.
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'  Tue MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
The hen. geutleman mentioned the nawne,
and I put it down at the time. He gave
the name of Miller.

Mrg. Vosper: That is another case al-
together,

Tue MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
It is a strange coincidence that se many
ofticers get ill at this time of the year.

Mr. Vosper: I never mentioned the
uitse of Miller at all.

Tae MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
I'he Postmaster-Greneral did reply to this
officer that so many relatives of officers
happened to be ill about Christmas time,
and it is a curious thing and an extra-
ordinary thing that, just at this time of
the year. so many ofticers in the service
get telegrams from the other colonies
stating that near relatives or friends are ill.

Mr. VOSPER: Miller's father has
since died. That is another coincidence.

Tur MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
T am not saying that this case is not true,
I sympathise with these people in their
demand, and T admit that, if it were pos-
sible to give these men their leave once a
year, T would do so. T should hike to see
everyan in the service get leave for a fort-
night ouce a year. T think it would be
hetter to take every ofticer by the back of
the neck and say. “You must go for a
fortnight's leave,” and I am sure the
officer would comne back o better man.
At the present time in the service it must
be understood that everything is at high
pressure, and it is difficult to take off all
the hands at a certain time of the year.
I think a good many ask for their leave
the very moment they want it. I helieve
they do it in ignorance, though every
emplover wants to know some time hefore
that 2 man desives his leave; but instead
of coming a month before the leave is
required, the ofticers come and say, 1
want to go on a certain day.” That
shows want of consideration on the part
of these officers, and it is impossible to
grant leave wunder those conditions.
Whenever leave is required and the
exigencies of the service allow it, that
leave is granted.  This officer I
spoke of just now went away.
He saw the Postmaster General, and
‘ gvervthing was arranged most amicably.
| He expressedl himself as sorry that he
| had done what he did, and there wus no
| ill-feeling between the Postmaster Geveral
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and the man. But this matter iz now
dragged up by those who always want to
be raking up things, and making bad
blood bebween emplmus and emplm'ed
when there is no necessity for it, In the
service the men are considered in every
way, but ib is impossible for every man
to vet his leave at the same time, e espe-
ua,]l_y in the Post and Telegraph Depart-
ment. No employer would allow it in
his own business. I may say that all
these applications for leave are well cou-
sidered, and 1 cavnot find out any case of
favouritism such as the member for North-
East Coolgardie spoke of. With regard
to a Civil Service Act and regulations
allowing for annual leave after a certain
period of service, that is not a matter for
me to consider a,lone, but for the Grovern-
ment to consider as a whole. These
charges have been levelled at one depart-
ment alone.

Mg. Vosper: No. Three departments.

Tree MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
I am not here to voice the views of the
Government as a whole—that is the duty
of the leader of the Government—but I
am here to voice the views of my own
department, and to answer charges lovelled
against me. I think I have shown to the
House that there is really no ground for
these charges that have been levelled at
the Post and Telegraph’ Department by
the hon. member. Tf the hon. member
had levelled charges that the work was
not being carried out satisfactorily, that
would have been a different thing; but
he does not bring charges about the way
in which the work is carried out, because
that would mean levelling charges against
the officers, but he is willing to bring
forward anything that reflects discredit
on the heads of departments. He has
not brought forward one charge against
an employee, but he does all he can to
damage the Postmaster General in the
eyes of those who serve under him. There
may be errors of administration, and it
would be the duty of the hon. member to
bring these forward.

Mg. Vosper: Thatis what I am trying
to do.

Tue MINISTER OF EDUCATION :
If the hon. gentleman stated that tele-
grams were delayed in transmission, or
that letters had been delayved in delivery,
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then one would know what the hou. yen-
tleman wanted; but when he pr oduces |
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auonymous letters und reads them, all T
can say is that they cannot carry much
weight with hon. members. The hon.
gentleman who sits directly upposite o
e (Mr. Oldham) tried to discover a
mare’s nest. He informed us of a most
extraordinary thing.,  He thought it very
extravagant that we shonld pay £360 for
a school site at Dougara. I believe it
does look ws if it were an extrava-
gant purchase; but T shall satisty the
hon. gentleman when I say that there
is u two-storey house on the land, and
this house is being used as u teacher's
restdence. It was a very pgood bar-
gain indeed, und the house has proved
to be good quarters for the teacher.
T do not think I have anvthing further
to anawer for with regard to matters that
have been levelled against the Postal
Department, but I think the hon. member
for North-East Coolgardie should make
himself a little more certain of his pre.
mises hefore he brings charges in future.
I sympathise with him if he thinks that
a reign of despotism and tyranny is going
on, to try and remedy these things; but
he does not do any good by hringing un-
founded charges: he only does harm to
the service and those connected with it.
There are no grounds for the charges
made by the hon. gentleman, and I regret
that he felt it his duty to malke the state-
ments he did.

Me. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die) : [ rise simply to object to the term
“anonymous letters” used Dby the
Minister in reference to my remarks. I
oftered on certain conditiens to give the
letters to the Minister, and I also have
an offer from the signatories to give
evidence in any inquiry into the woﬂcm"
of the department. The letters were not
quoted. One of them was read, the
first one I received, merely as an
instance. As to the remark that I
made no charges against the officials of
the department, I may say that when the
Address-in-Reply was being debated in
the House, I called the attention of the
House to certain matters in the Postal
Department, and I produced a letter
addressed to the Hon. H. (+. Parsons
which was returned to me two months
after it had been posted. The officials of
the department could not find a member
of the other Chamber to deliver u letter
to when he resided at Kalgoorlic.



Aunual Estimates:

Mr. Moran : He was not there at the
time, though.

Me. VOSPER: I express my strong
objection to being misrepresented.

Mr. GREGORY (North Coolgardie) :
I wish to draw attention to one item on
the Estimates—£30,000 for public bat-
teries. This question of public batteries
has been before the country for some
time, and the Government stated some
time ago that thev helieved in the prin-
ciple thoroughly. The prospectors on the
northern fields were given to wunderstand
that this system of public batteries was
going to be adopted. TInspectors were
sent round looking for suitable places,
and the publie were told by the Ministry
that £40,000 or £50.000 would be spent
on this work. The £30,000 placed on
the Estimates is almost useless for work
of this description; it will only provide
something like six batteries of 1{) heads
each, Six batteries on the goldfields
would be almost useless. They would
only supply six fields, and, in my con-
stituency, there are over ten places which
are worthy of public batteries. I an not
asking for ten batteries, but I only say
that a larger sum of money should be
placed on the Estimates for the purpose
of supplying these batteries. These six
batteries will be useless for the purpose
for which they are intended.

Tue PrEMIER: They will not he use-
lesg: they will not be sufficient, yon
mean,

Mr. GREGORY : They will be any-
thing but sufficient, and I should like to
get u promise from the Premier that he
will increase the vote if possible. I do
not think we have been treated fairly
in this matter, and I am going to show
the committee the large amount that is
to be expended in one small part of the
country in comparison with the amount
to be spent in other portions. T do not
like doing this, because the Premier
represents that portion of the country;
but if hon. members will look on the
Estimates thev will see that, for the
ensuing yvear, there is to be spent on the
Bunbury Road £2,500,

Tne Premier: I wonder where that

157 Not in my district.

Mr. GREGORY: Well, we may
excise that item. There are the Jetty
Extension £2,200, Harbour Works

£30,000. Artesian Boring £1,000, Race-
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course £2,000, Hospital £5,000, Police
Officer’s Quarters £1,600.

Tee Preaier: All those were voted
last vear.

Mg. GREEGORY : Then there are Police
Quarters, £1,250; Post Office Additions,
£830; Infant School, £1,450. The toial
that we are asked to vote out of this
year's revenue is £47,800. I want the
Premier to let ns have out of that amouunt
the sum of £10,000 more for pablic
batteries. 1 want to save £4,000 which
is to be voted for the Zoological Gardens.
That itemn might be struck out, and some-
thing which would be a good asset to the
conntry voted tn its place. The statement
has been made by the hon. member tor
Albany (Mr, Leake)}, and several others,
that we are losing our population. But
what are the facts? A little while ago
an advertisement appeared in one of the
Menzies papers asking for 30 workmen,
wages £4 per week and water, and the
next day there appeared a notice in the
same paper to the effect that there had
not been a single applicant for the work.
This shows that things are not so very
bad in those districts, and that men are
not running away from this colony
becaunse they cannot find work. The
Savings Bank returns show that the men
who are here must be prosperous; and I
think it is a great mistake for any
member of this House to try to injure the
credit of the country by stating that our
population is leaving us. At Christmas
time, and at the Melbowne Cup season, a
great number of people leave this colony;
but by far the larger portion of them do
50 with a determination fo return; and
the best proof that the people who come
to this colony have made up their minds
to stay here is the fact that so many of
them have brought their families over.
I hope the Premier will do something in
regard to this battery question, because I
can assure him that, f we cannot get
some promise in regard to it, I will
divide the House on the subject. The
introduction of these machines will create
a new source of mining revenue, and will
bring to ihe couwntry hundreds and
thousands of prospectors to share in the
henefits which will accrie from their
erection.

Me. WOOD {West Perth): I was
unfortunately absent from the House last
week, and I was therefore unable to hear
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the eloquence of the hon. members for
Albany (Mr. Teake) and North-East
Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) and others who
addressed themselves to the Estimates.
It occurs to me that this is a ttime when
we require to exercise great caution.
We cannct hide from ourselves the fact
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that the country is not in the same

booming condition it was a year ago,
and we must admit, with vegard to
many things which we would have been
justified in doing last year, that this year
we must curtail our projects and en-
deavour to cut our coat according to the
cloth. The proof of the necessity for
much more caution is to be found in the
fact that only a few nights ago the Gov.
ermment had to bring in a Reappropria-
tion Bill. I think that is a very serious
thing indeed for the conntry as a whole.
Such a thing is only a last resource, and
I am certain the Government think so
too; and I sympathise with them. Hav-
ing that fact before us, we should be very
cautious indeed, and if there are any
works in these Estimates which we can
do without, then not only the Govern-
ment, but everybody else, should try to
do without them. Of course, so far as
unnecessary works are concerned, we can
deal with them when we come to discuss
the different departments. I hope all
hon. members will make up their minds
to assist the Government to enahle this
conntry to live within its means.

A Memnrer: Hear, hear. No more
Excess Bills.

Mr. WOOD: No more, if possible;
hut hon. members know as well as I do
that the last three or four vears have
been very exceptional indeed. As the
Minister of Education has suid, his
department and the others have been run
at very high pressure. The railways this
year, in spite of all adverse criticism,
liave paidthe interest on the whole of cur
loans. I do not think there is very much
canse for despair in that. T think there
is cause for congratulation, and that
the Commnissioner of Railways ought to
pride himself upon the fact that he has
done it. I must say that I think the
expenditure on some of our suburban
stations has been too lavish altogether.
If the (Govermment, instead of spending
so much money at Ghuildford, Karrakatta,
and Bayswater, and places such as
these, had given more accommodation
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and better facilities for passenger
iraffic, they would have heen taking a
step n the right direction. If they
gave us more frequent commmunication,
say between Perth and the Canning, it
would open upa vast area for settlement;
it would ease the railway system to a
great extent; it would lessen the exor-
bitant rents people have to pay in Perth :
and it would also bring revenue to the
department. A man living, say, in Hay
Street, at a convenient distance from the
centre of the city, is not of much use to
the railways; but the department might
try to increwse its revenue hy creating
new suburbs, and having a constant
traflic to and fro between them and the
city. Nearly everybody wants to get out
of the city if he possibly can, espe-
cially when the summer is coming m.
There is an amount on the Estimates to
assist the City Couneil with their suuface
drainage. Now. I think that the Council
has a very good sanitary service now ; ab
any rate, some portions of it are very fair
indeed ; and, if we can get these surface
drains into good working order, and get
sufficient water to flush them, a very good
step will have heen made in advance as
regards the sanitation and drainage of the
city of Perth. T could quote several
authorities on this subject. Dr. Jameson
says that hy the time the deep drainage
scheme of Perth is completed other parts
of the world will have found that deep
drainage is out of date. 'Whether that 1s
g0 I am not prepared to say, but T should
be rather inclined to accept it.

Mr. Siueson: The Works Depart-
ment only say « delay.”

Me. WOOD: An expert was brought
over here to report on this drainage
system, and according to him it will re-
quire an enormous sum of money, which
must be raised by a special loan. T think
everyone in this House would oppose any
more borrowing, and I cannot see any-
thing else for it but that the Grovernment
must come down with a loan of a million.

Me. Simpson : Twelve millions already!

Mgr. WOOD: Never mind; we cannot
help it. I think next session will see
another loan of a million. Some hon.
members seem to delight in running down
the country, and in trying to show that
our population is leaving us; but it is all
nonsense to say that the expenditure
should be regulated by population.



Annnal Fstimales:

Mr. Leake: That was the Premier’s
argument.

Mer. WOOD: T do not think it was.
The right. hon. the Premier only stated
some facts with regard to that point, butl
consider the expenditure of this country
15 1ot to he governed by population but
by the necessities of the colony—-the
extreme exigencies which have arisen inall
directions. From our goldfields and from
all other parts of the country demands for
money have come in, and, if that money
had not been granted, what would be the
case to-day? We should have all these
hon. members rising up here against the
Government, complaining most bitterly,
and saying that the place wus stagnant,
that the Grovermment were out of date
and had no sense of responsibility to the
country; vet, hecause thev have done it,
other members cry out that the Govern-
ment have been extravagant, and have not
regulated the expenditure in proportion
to the population. I say that the ex-
penditure must be made according to the
necessities of this country, and on no
other basis. If we do not spend money,
we might just as well shut up the place
and put a large notice on Rottnest to say
that the country is to let.

Tee Premier: We are hetween two
fires.

Me. WOOD: Undoubtedly. I sym-
pathise entirely with the Government;
but, at the same tune, we must consider
the position very seriously indeed. 1 hope
that when we come to the different de-
partments, hen. members will not make
separate speeches with regard to each of
them.

Mr. KENNY (North Murchison): I
am not going lo pretend to criticise the
financial affairs of the Government at any
great length ;: but there are a few things I
wish to touch upon, with the permission
of the right. hon. gentleman and his col-
leagues. Oneis by what means we should
endeavour to retain in this colony the very

{2 DecexsEEr, 1897.]

desirable class of people at present em-
ployed on the goldfields. There has been
a great deal said here with regard to the
exodus of these people to the other '
colonies; and T think we have heard of it |
from both sides of the House. But we
have not yet heard a suggestion as to the
best means of keeping them here. Now
I think that if some of the money ex-
pended in procuring domestic servants
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from the old country were set apart for
the purpose of assisting the wives and
famihes of diggers settled on our goldfields
to come to this eolony, it would be money
wellspent, Tam pretty wellacquainted with
the subject, and am thoroughly convineed
of the advantage that would accrue to the
country from the adoption of such a step.
In my constituency there are some hun-
dreds of hard-working miners, whose
wives and families are in the Hastern
colonies; and I am in a position to state
that the only reason why they have not
brought them here is that they are not
able to get together sufficient money fo
pay their passages.

TrAE Premier: The p.L§SrtC’P money is
only £2. -

Mz. KEENNY : I was _]ust about to say
so; and, as the ships are now carrying
passengers at such very low rates, the
Government could not do better than
avail themselves of this splendid oppor-
tunity of allowing the wives and families
of our goldfields population to join their
hushands.  Another set of immigrants
who might be brought from the Eastern
colonies are domestic servants. ‘What we
hear of the domnestic servants we get from
England is not always to their advantage.
One cannot help thinking that we are
not always happy in our choice of
the servant girls we are bringing from
howe. They do not turn out as we
wonld like. Bnt in the other colonies
we have, as it were, our own people.
There are many there who would gladly
accept the same facilities that are now
offered to the girls of England; and I
think that if we, as an experiment,
brought over 50 girls from the other
colonies, they would he in every way
equal, if not superior, to those imported
from the old country. As another
means of advertising our geldfields, we
cannot too frequently impress upon the
Government the advisability of increasing
the amount already on the Estimates for
public hatieries ; and even if they cannot

: see their way to increase it, they should

expend the money as quickly as possible
in erecting them at mining centres where,
ag the goldfields members will assure
them, they can get very respectable
returns.

Tae Peemizr: We will do that.

Mr. KENNY: One goldfields member
says he only requires 11 batteries;
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another wants nine, another seven, and
another five. Well, sir, if you will see
your way to place two to commence with
on my portion of the Murchison, T shall
he contented.

Mr. GrEcorY: So would I.

Mr. KENNY There is Tuckannnra.

Toe PrEmier: There are two cleim-
ants for that.

Mer. KEENNY: If you had four or five
claimants, they would be equally strong;
for [ can assure the Government that the
benefit to be derived is undoubted. There
is another centre in the district--the
Horse Shoe—where there have lately been
some very vich discoveries. A battery
erected there would certainly give splendid
returns. One of my colleagues, the hon,
member for South Muwchison (Mr.
Rason), rather astonished me by paying a
very high compliment to this side of the
House—a thing which the hon. gentleman
is very fond of doing to the Opposition
henches; but I was rather surprised at
the very strong expressions uged by the
hon. member. If I rightly recollect, the
words ““log-rolling " and something like
“bribery”’ were used.

Tue Premier: That was from your
side.

Mr. KENNY: Wlule prepared to
hear this side accused of using these very
strong expressions, I think the Govern-
ment benches can boast of one or two
past-masters in the art of using them.
For my own part, T like to confine
myself to facts, as much as possible.
When we hear such expressions as *log
rolling” and “lribery,” we naturally
look round to see where these spring
from; and when we hear a man
boasting of his honesty, we generally
look upon him with a certain amount of
suspicion. When the member for South
Murchison (Mr. Rason) talked so
strongly about the Opposition benches
getting all the plums, I tock the trouble
to run through the items of cxpenditure
laid on the table; for it occmired to me
that, when a gentleman protested so
much, he was shightly overdoing it, and
as he sugpested that everyone had his
price, I was wondering what was the
price of the hon. gentleman.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Mx. Rason: I suggested nothing of |

the sort.
Me. KENNY: The result of my
inquiry is that I find the price of the
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support of the hon. is
£10,410.

Mr. Rason: I would ask, sir, whether
the hon. gentleman is in order in stating

that I said things that I never said and

gentleman

| never suggested.

Mr. KENNY: I have no desire to
make use of expressions in any way offen-
sive to others; but hon. members are not
quite so careful of my feelings as I have
been of theirs, and they must excuse me
if, now and then, I pay them back in
their own coin. I think I have a pretty
goad memory, and the expressions used
by my hon friend, as near as [ can
recollect, were certainly as T have stated.
I heawrd the words “log rolling™ and
“ hribery” plainly and distinctly. I think
they were very strong expressions ; hut
nothing appears to be too strong for that
side of the House to hurl at ns, and I
think T am quite justified in replying. I
have looked throngh the list, and T find
that the hon. member has received the
small sum of £10,410 for his constitueney.
Compare that with the way in which the
goldfields members on the Opposition
benches are treated. I made application
for the small amount of £500 for Nannine,
and I did not get one farthing.

Tur PrEMIER: What for?

Mr. KENNY: For sanitary arrange-
ments.

Tee Premier: How much had yon
had before?

Mz KENNY: Some four yvears ago
there was a like amount granted.

Tre Premier: Not so long ago as
that.

Mr. KENNY: There is one thing to
be said, that I never asked for my dis-
trict what 1 did not see others receiving.
There was no question about it when T
gsaw money was lavished out to other
portions of the colony and I felt I was
being left cut in the cold, particularly
when I went to 80 much trouble to explain
what I required it for. The right hon.
gentleman then informed me he had
reason to believe there were only about
50 people at Nannine. I therefore wrote
to the secretary of the municipality and
informed him of the refusal of the
Government to grant £500. The Premier
had rather surprised me when he said
there were only 50 people in Nannine,
and I thought the town must have
gone down very considerably of late;
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but I received a letter yesterday morn-
ing from Nanninc to the effect that,
at o public meeting called there the
other evening, no less than 300 men
attended at the Miners’ Institute to bring
the requirements of the district before the
Government.

Tue Premier: How many lived in the
town? My remark was merely a casual
one. I do not know the numbers, but T
said I thonght there were not many people
living in the town.

Mr. KENNY: AllTasked for Nannine
was £500, and there is not a farthing on
the Estimates for that portion of my
constituency. 1 also asked for £300 for
Peak Hill, und £250 for a Miners’ Insti-
tute which has recently been granted; but
thers is not one farthing on the Estimates
for Peak Hall. The total amount I asked
for was £1,250; and out of that I got
£250, while a Government supporter on
the cross benches, who accuses this side
of the House of receiving all the plums.
comes out with the small amount of
£10,410. This shows on what side of
the House the Government are spreading
their favours.

Tue PrEmier: They got a lot of it for
water supply.

Mr. KENNY : I say that what is sauce
for the Mount Magnet goose is sauce for
the Peak Hill gander. T have to thank
the House for listening to my remarks,
and trust that they bave not fallen on
barren ground.

At 6:30 pn. the CHarenman left the
Chair.

At 730 pm. the Cuareman resumed
the Chair.

Mg. HIGHAM (Fremantle) : Tt is not
my intention to prolong the debate for
any length of time, becanse I recognise
that we should get to practical work as
soon as we can, and bring the session to
an end as soon as possible. After hear.
ing the budget spesch delivered hy the
Treasurer, and seeing the Reappropria-
tton Bill, which was subsequently intro-
duced, T think it must be evident to every
one that it is necessary, so far as financial
matters are concerned, for this House to
go slowly. I do not think that, even in
the last session, we can accuse ourselves
of being unduly extravagunt. I say that
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we cannot deal with finances in a more
; liberal manner than we are disposed to
- do at the present time. In view of that
we must all make up our minds to see
thirt our little pet schemes for the benefit
tof our own constituencies shanll stand
aside for the present, and, speaking on
hehalf of my censtituency, I am willing
that my electorate shall put aside the
many httle things we desired, and which
we thought were absolutely necessary.
! But, there are one or two matters that
t have been omitted from the Estimates
that I feel called npon to make some
remarks about. Dealing with the Re-
r&ppl_:opria.tion Bill the other night, we
were compelled to reduce the amount
allotted to the decp drainage of Fre-
mantle and Perth. 8o far as Fremantle
is concerned, I think it is essential that
we should have some guid pre gue for the
putting off of the drainage scheme.
Perth has had a fair amount allotted to
it for surface drainage, pending the
bringing in of the deep drainage scheme,
and I think Fremantle should have an
amount placed on the Estimates for the
surface drainage. Ido notsay we require
£20,000, the same as was granted to
Perth; but an amount should be placed
on the Estimates to make the surface
drainage system for Fremantle more
perfect. I think the Government might
meet us in another respect.  The Govern-
ment might provide the municipality
of Fremantle with water for the purposes
of flushing and for drainage purposes. I
an well aware that it may be argued that
the water costs the Government 4d. per
thousand gallons to pump, but, if you go
into the question of cost, it will be seen
that it does not actually cost 4d. per
thousand gallons to pump, but for sup-
plying, pumping and maintenance, it does
cost thut amount. But the Govermment
could pump three times the amount of
water for park and sanitary arrangements
at the cost of 1d. per thousand gallons.
It would only be an act of grace on the
part of the Government to allow the
 municipality all the water they require
for the parks and for the Hushing
of their drains free of cost. If the
municipality uses it to the fullest extent
it does not mean more than £2,000 a
| year.
| A Memper: What about Coolgardie ?
;1 Would you give them water free?
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Mr. HIGHAM: I would not mind

giving the mumicipality the water for

nothing, but not the general public.

Mgz. Stvrsos : But Fremantle has never

aid for water.

Mr. HIGHAM : Yes, it has.

Mr. Smmrson: I thought they had
dropped intv a new system there.

Mr. HIGHAM: Some time ago the
Government had an ofiicer in cha.rge
there who shamefully neglected his work
and made a muddle of the accounts, and
while he did so nobody paid for the
water. There is a better system in vogue
now, and the collector has no difficulty in
collecting the rates. It will be in the
recollection of wmany members that a
special grant was made to the Fremantle
Mumclpahty for the cxtension of High
Street, with the object of forming a street
to the new cemetery: the amotnt was
£2,000, and this sum has been spent, and
spent well. Some little time ago a
deputation from Fremantle met the Acting
Premier and requested that an additional
amount should be put on the Estimates
for this year for the completion of the
work of fencing the cemetery, for clear-
ing and making a small additional road
required for the comnection of High
Street with the Camning Road, so that
the North Fremauntle people should have
the benefit of this new cemetery. This
is a matter which should be treated with
liberality, and an amount for this purpose
should be found somewhere or another.
Hon. members, in looking through the
Estimates, will find many amounts that
might be cut down. The extravagant
grant for Defence should be pruned
down to the amount of last vear, if not
below it.

Mz. Sivpson: Why?

Mz HIGHAM: I “do not like to de-
prive the hon. member for Geraldton of
what ke may regard as a toy, but the in-
crease from £16,000 to £26,000 is more
than we can afford.

Mr. Siupsox: Some enemy might
come and take Fremantle.
Mr. HIGHAM: We do not mind.

We will risk that. The people of Fre-
mantle have to thank the Government for
meeting us on several matters. I think
the Govermment have shown wisdom in
commencing the Owen's Anchorage rail-
way. Tb is necessary for the stock traflic
and the explosives traffic, and for many

[ASSEMBLY.]
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other things, and it will prove itself
o nseful line. Tt iz a work that was
absolutely required, and I am glad to see
provision has been made for it. It is a
matter of great regret at Fremantls that
the Government have thought fit to
withdraw the item for the Rottuest
cable, which would only cost £4,600,
which to some may seem rather a lurge
amount for the work. Most hon. members
cannot see any particular use for this
cable, but it will be of great use. Many
vessels will call at Rottuest for orders,
and then if necessary come up to the
port of Fremantle. This cable is also
necessary in eases of accident happening
on Rottnest Island, which unfortunately
has occwrred.

Tae Premier: We hope to put that
right by-nnd-hy.

Mr. HIGHAM : I hope so, beeause 1
look on the work as a necessary one, but
those who have no particular knowleclge
of the subject may not see the necessity
of it.

Tee Premrer: We think it is neces-
sary.

Me, HIGHAM : T am glad to hear it.
There is only one general principle that [
think we ought to bear i mind in dis-
cussing the Estimates, and that is the
question of salaries. We find that men
receiving grood salaries have been granted
a substantial increase, and, on the other
hand, many minor officials who are ve-
ceiving what might be called starvation
wages, either receive no increase at all or
o beggarly increase of £5 or £10. The
lower-grade officers should have received
some attention, and ns the Estimates go
through the House I hope many of the
salaries will be increased on a fixed
principle, and that the officers will receive
what they deserve.

Mzr. ILLINGWORTH. (Contral Mur-
chison):  As I propose to pluce before
the committee some figures of impor-
tance, I would like, if it were possible,
that the Premier, who was not present
this afternoon when the hon. member
(Mr. Leake) asked his question about the
Treasury bonds, that an answer should
be given now.

Tae PREMIER: To give you my
opinion, I do not think it is wise for mem-
bers of the House to ask these questions;
at the same time I have no desire to keep
anything back. T do not think it will
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injure the colony to give the information, |
because it is uood lnloun’mou, al the
same time our advisers in London do not
like every little thing we do in regard to
financing to be made public.

Mr. Iiuixcwortn: 1 do not wish
you to break confidence with them.

Tae PREMIER: There is no breaking
confidence. T am at liberty to make the
information public if T like, but T do not
know what good it will do: at any rate,
it will do no harm, and I will tell you
what has been done. It is a temporary
matter. I may say that I expect mem-
bers of the House to move by motion for
information of this kind, as T am not
hound to reply to questions when asked.
Curiosity, among other reasons, actuates
members at tlmes, and T am quite sure
that the action of the leader of the
Opposition is induced more to anncy
the Government than to gain the in-
formation. T am quite sure of that. I
may say that the information that came
to the colony was not altogether accurate.
The fact of the matter is that the bills
have been sold in London to the extent
of half a million pounds, at a premium
of one per cent. for two years.

Mg. IuniNgwoRrTH: Al what percent-
age.

“Pre PREMTER : Four per cent.,
equal to 33 per cent. for the two years.
I think that is very satisfactory for short-
dated bills. We shall be able to get 101
for them without any trouble. At the
same time I must here give my opinien
that information of this sort ought not to
he foreed from the Grovernment.

Mr. LEake: What was the date?

Tar PREMIER: 1st December. The
respensibility rests with the Governmnent
to finance the colony, and these things
are published in due course every quarter.
Nothing 1s ever kept back ; it cannot be
kept back. Our advisers in TLondon
agree for us to publish to the world
everything we are doing with regard to
financing for short dates—for a couple of
vears or s0. A matter of this kind will
not de any good by being discussed in
the House; at the same time the facts 1
stated to-night are absolutely satisfactory
to me, but I do not think they are quite
so satisfactory to the leader of the Oppo-
sition. He would rather have heard that
the bills had Dbeen sold for 95 or some-
thing of that sort.
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Mr. Lrakr: It is evidence of the
muddle you have got inta,

Pue PREMIER: The hon. member
says it is evidence of the muddle the
Government have got into; but I am not,
prepared to accept his judgment on the
matter. If it rested with the hon.
member, we should be in a terrible muddle.
If there is onc thing the hon. member
does not understand, it is his duty to the
colony. Patriotic feeling he las none,
and the one thing he does not understand
is finance. 'The hon. member can take
what change he likes out of that. I only
say this: the hon. member has forced
frem me this inforimation. I am not
going to be charged with keeping hack
anything, but I suy the information will
do the colony more harm than the hon.

| member will do good all his life. T give
the information to the hon. member
gratuitously.

Mg. Simepsor.: You offered him a
position in your Ministry.

Tae PREMIER: But I will never do
it again, The leader of the Opposition I
think is a very bad man for me to be
aggociated with. I wish to say here at
once that the information has heen
dragged out of me hy the persistency of
the hon. member, and I am not going to
stand up before this country, in my
position, as one who is keeping back
anything.  The responsilality of the
stutement must rest with the leader of
the Opposition.

Me. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison): Never in my political life
did I rise to address the House with a
greater sense of responsibility than I do
on the present occasion, because there are
some things it becomes our duty to say,
certainly which are not to our personal
advantage. It may not apparenily be
to the acha.nt‘we of the country at the
moment, and _\et the truth ‘must be
spoken, and no one will ever suffer
materially in the end by the truth being
spoken. I hope that in anything I say
to-night I shall not give way to
exageeration, and I will endeavour to
moderate the views I hold, from a sense
of responsibility of the consequences which
accrue thereto.

Twe Premigr: The Government did
not require any more money than that.
We could have got more if we had wauted
it.
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[ASSEMBLY .]

Me. ILLINGWORTH: One reason |

why I wish to gef this information is that
the Government have undertaken a kind
of finpnce which requires the serious
attention of members to the Kstimates
before us. The Government Lave started
on a system of finance which LTam bound to
condemnn.
occasion when it has heen necessary for
me to speak; and I condemn it again
now, and, not to waste time on this point,
I will ask the earnest attention of the
Government, and especially the Premier,
to one or two important facts. T held in
my hand an actuarial statement by one of
the most relinble officers in the Govern-
ment service, on the question of the
relations of loan moneys at certain given
. prices, Weare informed that the Gorv-
ernment have sold over half a million
pounds worth of bonds, bearing interest
at 4 per cent., and that they Thave sold
them for the sum of £101 per £100 bond.
The market value of our inscribed stock
is between £110 and £112, nceording to
the varying market ; but the Government,
have sold for two years the identical
bonds at £101.
THE PREMIER :
ning for 40 years.
Me. ILLINGWORTH: Iam making
- a correct statement, and kuow the res-
ponsibility I am ta](iug upon myself.
The inscribed stock at 40 years is saluble
to-day at from £110 to £112 per £100
bond, according to the varying market.
The Governmment have assured this House,
over and over again, that they could sell
3 per cent. bonds in the London market
if they were prepared to take the price.
To nscertain the exact relation which the
3 per cent. bonds at £98 bear to the 4
per cent., I put this question to the
actuary : What amount should be paid for
a 4 per cent. loan of 40 vears’ currency in
order to make it equal, from an investor’s
point of view, to the investment of a 3
per cent. loan of equal cwrency issued at
£93, each loan beilng repayable at par on
maturity P I will stop here to comment,
and say I have not the slightest hesitation
in helieving that the Government can
aise all they require at over 93 to-day.
Ture PrEmizr: They are 98 in the
London market now.
M=z. ILLINGWORTH : That is only

Those are bonds run-

I have condemned it on every |

. £93, or perhaps as high as £96.

confirming whatIsuy, and I ask, what have

the Goverminent done 7 They have sold
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a 4 per cent. bond, worth £110 in the
market with a two-years currency, when
they could sell a 3 per cent. hond for
Suppos-
ing the exigencies of the case requived
that the Government should sell their
bonds at 93 net in the London market
to-day, the 4 per cent. bonds they have
sold are equivalent in market value to
£114 19s. 44d.; so that the purchaser
has made a profit of £13 19s. 41d. on
every £100 bond he has purchased having
a two-years currency.

Tue PrEMIER: You cannot get them
at such dates as that.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I have here
an actuarial statement.

TrE PrEMIER: It won't work out.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: I am pre-
pared to think the Premier would
lock upon it as absclutely wrong if any
gentleman but  himself occupied the
Treasury; but, with the capable advice
of London financiers who act on hehalf
of the Government, it should he possible
to sell our bonds, at any rate over 93;
and, if that be so, we have the answer
in this statement. I understand the in-
terest is payable half yearly in each case.

The PrEMIER: Yes.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: 'That being
80, the rate will be equivalent to 33173
per cent., or £3 6s. 4]d., and the price to
the 4 per cent. loan will be £115-0595, or
£115 1s. 24d. What coes this bring us
to? That in order to get £500,000 of
money for present purposes, the Govern-
mment could have floated a loan at 93 ; and
they have absolutely given away, for the
present accommodation, £14 1s. 11d. for
the whole of this amount. The proper
course for the Government was to have
floated a loan at 3 per cent., even though
they got no more than £93; still, if they
can borrow in the way they have bor-
rowed £500,000 at 4 per cent. at 101,
they could have floated a 3 per cent. loan
at 93.

Tur PreEmier: Would we not have
lost £7 difference between £93 and £100,
beca:puse we have to pay the loan back at

ar F

Me JILLINGWORTH : If itis a ques-
tion of relative interest. The 4 per cent.
bond would he worth £125.

Tue Premier: You say vou can sell
for £125 a bond for £100 at 4 per cent.
in the London market now ?
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Mr. ILLINGWORTH : I say if you
can sell a 8 per cent. bond at £93, the
difference to this country would he an
absolute loss of £14 1s. 11d.,

Mz. A. Forrest: You are misleading
the House.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : I try to be as
careful as T can when I speak ; and, feel-
ing the responsibility that is pressing on
me, 1 want to be accurate.

Tee Premier: T am glad to hear your
argument, because it shows we are in a
fine position.

M=z, ILLINGWORTH : It is no use
for the Government to simply try to re-
fute theseactoarial figures, by saying that
if this is true they are in an awful posi-
tion.

The Premier: I said a fine position.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : If these actun-
rial figures are correct, you have done one
of the maddest things it is possible to
do.

Tur Premier: There must be a lot of
other mad people in TLondon acting with
me in this matter.

Mz ILLINGWORTH : Of course the
financiers at home would want to get the
bonds—we all understand that. There
will, however, be another opportunity of
speaking on this phase of finance. When
are we to take the Treasurer seriously ?
He has made a statement to-night that he
can get more than 93 for a 3 per cent.
bond.

Tre Premier: Certainly.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : All I have to
say is that if you had sold your honds to
the amount of £500,000 at 3 per cent. for
a currency of 40 vears, you would have
saved for the country £14 ls. 11d. on
every £100 bond you sold, as compared
with the price you have rea.lised.

Tee PrEMIER: You would not like to
go bevond half a millien, T think, at
present.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: The next
matter I want to mention has reference to
the Financial Statement. For three years

in succession I have had, in this
House, to dexl with the figures of
the Treasurer; and for three vears I

have had to tell him, and had some
degree of pleasure in telling him, that
he had very materially underrated his
revenue. In every case I have been very
closely aceurate as to theactual figures that
the Treasurer realised at the end of the
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year. One year I was within £9,000 of
the amount actually received. Tast vear
I told the Treasurer he had underrated
his income by £300,000, and that amount
has been realised; and inasmuch as he
has got the money, that shows that the
Treasurer did not not accurately estimate
his probable revenue. Now while a
Treasurer may, not only with safety but
with advantage to the colony, overrate
his revenue, it is o most dangerous thing
for a country, and one which can only
lead to calamity, if he first underrates his
revenue and then proposes to spend the
full amount of his estimate. I aflirm,

without foar, and with very great regred,

that the Treasurer will not get £3,080,000
of revenue for this year, and I say it
is the wildest of speculations to suppose
that he will. TLast year he brought to
book a vevenue larger than the revenue
of South Australia, with our popunlation
of only 160,000 people; and this year the
Treasurer has estinated that he wilk puss
the £3,000,000, which means that he will
receive something over that amount.
But on what grounds does he base his
estimate” 'There is not a continuing in-
crease of population and there is not o
continuous condition of prosperity. OQur
condition is good, T admt.

Mr. A. ForresT: The Premier knows
what five months of his revenue have
produced already.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : There is no
possible doubt that unless we have got
the full estimate of revenue for five
months up to date, the full amount for the
year cannol be realised. But the revenue
shows a decrease, although I admit the
decrease may be but temporary. I say
the Government will not bring to book
£3,080,000 for this financial year; yet
they propose tu spend every shilling of
the estinated revenue, wilhin £4,000.
What must follow? Hither the Go-
vernment must be relying on w very
large nnmber of underdrafts, or they
must end the year with an absolute
deficiency. There can be nothing more
calamitous to this country than that.
after the yeurs of prosperity we have
gone through, the Treusurer should come
before Parliament next year with a deficit,
not beeanse the country has gone back,
but because the Treasurer has wildly
over-estimated his revenue. I say we
shall do splendidiv, we shull do more
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than we have a right to expect, if we
realise the same amount of revenue that
we actually received last year; and every
shilling we pass over that amount will
onlv show our steadily increasing pros-
perity. To go beyond that, and ask the
country to spend money to the extent of
£3,000,000 on a population of 160,000, is
wild finance, which can lead Onl_) to
disnster in the end.

Tre Premigr: You wanted us to do
it last year, and you wrged us to put
£400,000 or £500,000 more on our ex-
penditure. If it was not wild finance
last year, why is it this?

Mz, ILLINGWOQRTH : The difference
i1s that when o man estimates the profits
of his business and expects to make
£5,000 and makes only £4,000, while
arranging his plans to spend 45,000,
some disaster is likely to happen to that
man, unless he has got a pretty good
banker to deal with.

Mx. A. Forresr:
not good, change him.

Mer. ILLINGWORTH: My banker
15 not so accommodating as that. The
Government are asking us to pass these
Estimates, and also to authorise certain
expenditure; and T say we cannot pos-
sibly authorise the spending of three
millions of money, and we ure not geing
to do it. If the Government spend all
they propose to spend, there will
be a deficiency at the end of the year,
I am sufficiently acquainted with the
finances of the country to know that, if
the revenue he not realised, there will be
w very large nmount of underdrafts, and
these may t.o a certain extent reduce the
difficulty without bringing us_to ahsolute
disaster ; but that does not alter the in.
accuracy of the financial estimate, It
only shows the Government are trusting
to the happy-go-lucky policy to which we
have had to make reference on former
occasions. This notion of spending all
the revenue they estimate to receive, but
will not get, is foolish. The Government
have this year passed a Bill which prae-
tically draws upon nest vear's revenue to
the extent of £395,000, and they will not
only have to make up their deficiency on
the year, but they will also have to provide
for the £395,000, or else the works con-
templated or begun wust stop. There is
one other thing I desire to call attention
te with the Ul‘(t'lt(.st» carnestness.

If your banker is
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will be laid upon the table, or are there
already, which show at this moment the
stores account is in this position, that we
had stores to the esfimated wvalue of
£703,703 on the 30th June last. The
Government have told us that they had
n surplus at the end of last yeur, amount-
ing to £315,000, but as a matter of fact
they had nosurplus, hut really n deficiency
of £300,000. Asa matter of fact, they
hivd in the Government stores of this
colony £700,000 worth of goods which
appeared as an asset, and which, to a
certain extent, were an asset: but I want
to call attention to the fact that £700,000
of stock, a good deal of which is going to
waste, 18 not necessarily a good asset, and
I say that any commercial man who had
to deal with such a quantity of stulf as
was lying there would, in all honesty to
his balance-sheet, take oft 20 per cent. for
wear and tear and waste. I have been in
the hardware trade, and I say that, what
with the exposure to weather, the con-
dition in which these goods are stored,
and the new patterns of material coming
into vogue and throwing out the old,
large quantities of these stores will never
be used. Therefore, it would only be a
fair thing to write off a considerable
amount from the stock account to put it
upon & fair conunercial basis. Supposing
we wrote off £100,000, we would then
have an asset of nearly £600,000, and
even that asset is not cash. When you
come to pay your civil servants, you
cannot pay them with ruilway trucks.
Wlen you come to pay interest in
London, you cannot send back some of
the etuff in the stores. Stock is not
money.

Tae Premier: That is only a balance-
sheet.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I have not
been frained to inmygine that goods in
stock ure equivalent to cash uft my
banker's.

Tur Premier: Every uccountunt does
the sume thing.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Ihavealready
sitid that I am not going to muke a state-
ment which T eannot verify. T say those
stores are a good asset, minws the depre-
ciation.

Tue PreMigr: Is not every balance-
sheet in the world made up in the sume
way?  The banks take credit for

Papers | buildings.
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Mr. ILLINGWORTH: No, they do
not. There is no banking institution in
the world that will say its bank buildings
are ¢ash. They will write them up or
down, as the case may be; but they will
show them as buildings. I say that, in
fuirness to this House, the Government
should have shown this anount as stock
in hand.

Tue Premier: I have done this for
the last seven years.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: If you have
been doing wrong for seven years, that
is all the more reason why you should
get right now. I say that in any other
colony the figures would be shown as
goods 1h stock, and they are so shown in
the general balance- sheet. but for the
Treasurér of this colony to say we bad at
the end of last year £315.000 at our
banker's, and that we did not owe a shilling
to any public institution—that was the
statement officially made—when he knew
that £700,000 of his credit balance was
lying about Fremantle and other places in
the shape of stores, that statement was
not just to this country. While it is a
good asset—I will adinit the asset, minus
the depreciation-—yet it is not available
cash which can be expended upon those
public buildings which appeur in these
BEstimates.

Mr. HUBBLE:
will apply to
lines.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : If these goods
can bhe brought into the account for this
year, and I know that a quantity of them
will be brought into use and be debited to
these votes which are before the House,
then to that extent T ani conscious that
they will be as good as cash. I want
to admit all T possibly can and to put
the position in the best possible light;
therefore, suppose stores to the value of
£200,000 will go into consumption for
the public works here referred to, railways
and other works, that amount will
be available for this year. But just
so much stock as lies over till next year
will represent the deficiency as regards
the cash that is necessary for ecarrying out
these public works.

Bk. Hussre: The other day you were
growling because you did net get enongh
rolling stock.

Tur Premier: Every balance-shect
in the world is prepared in that way.

The same argument
any stock, on those
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Mg. ILLINGWORTH : They are not
prepared in that way. For every ten you
can show me that are prepared in that
way, I will find you a hundred m which
it 1s.not attempted to treat stock in
hand as cash.

THe Prem1er: How would you treat
the money we have lent from the Savings
Bank on mortagages in this city P

Mge. Siyvpson: What are the mort-
rages ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Will the com-
nittec allow me call attention to the
question asked by the Premier? He says
the mortgages held by the Savings Bank
are good money. Will thev pay the de-
positors’ accounts, should there Le a run
on the Savings Bank? Answer Lhat.
Wiil the Premier answer the question ¥
Will the mortgages which he hus in re-
spect of Savings Bank money pay back the
depositors, if thereis a run on the Savings
Bank in thiz city?

Tueg Prenier: Certainly.

M. ILLINGWORTH : They will not.
What concentrated nonsense it is to say
that o mortgage having seven years Lo
run will be available to pay ‘o(umtrs Bank
accounts.

Tue PREMIER:
years mortyage.
that way.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I am no
going to be drawn off the track. T shall
do my duty to this country, if il costs me
my seat in this House. It isall very well
to sneer and cheer, but the facts are
plain.

Tee PrEMIER: Why can you not quote
the balance-sheet of some other colony ?

Mg, ILLINGWORTH: When we
had the pleasure of hearing the Premier
for two-and-a-quarter hours, we listened
to him cquetly; and I claim the same
right to treat this balunce-sheet with the
same sincerity und earncstuess us he ex-
hibited in submitting it, and I claim that
I ought to be permitted to do so. The
leader of the Opposition has pressed upon
the attention of the House the fact that
the increase in immigration is not in the
ratio which the Government estimated.
That statement is correct. We know
there has been something in the nature of
a little exodus. I quite agree with the
member for East COO["’I.](]IG (Mr. Mormn),
when he said that this is onlv a temporury
matter, that the people will come back,

But it is not o geven-
We do not reckon it in
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and that times of prosperity lie before
this country in consequence of the well-
established condition of our goldfields.
I admit all that, but what I say is that
the prosperity that will accrue from the
return of these people will not take place
within the period of the balance-sheet we
have to deal with. I know, as a fact,
that nearly every imporling House in
Western  Australia has very materially
reduced its orders for this year, and con-
sequently the Customs will suffer. I
know this reduction in stocks will
materially affect the Railway Departinent,
and it is on that departinent and on the
Customs that the Treasurer mainly de-
pends for his supplies of money.

ToHe Premier: The Customs receipts
are much more this nonth than last
month.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : But they are
not equal to the same month of last yeur.
I am arguing that, if we get last year's
revenue, we ought to be not only thankful
butproud. Some people think that, because
we criticise the financial policy of the
Government, the country is going down;
but T say that it is an unequalled and un-
paralled fact that a population of 160,000
people should yield a revenue to the
country of £2,800,000, as it did last year;
and it is altogether unreasonable to sup-
pose the people can pay further tax-
ation—they simply cannot do so. I will
deal with the question of taxation on the
Government's own figures, presently. I
come now to the question of this Excess
Bill laid upon the table, which shows
£600,000 expended over Estimates last
year, minus of course the underdrafts.
No Government has been able, or
at any rate this Government has
never yet been able, to go through a
year without exceeding its spending
authority ; und we thus have reason to
suppose that this year will be no excep-
tion to the rule, that this year the Grovern-
ment will spend more than the amount
of these Estimates. T would call attention
to the fuct that the Government have
estimated to spend £3,080,000 which they
are not going to get ; and, according to the
evidence of the Excess Bills for the last
two or three years, they will want to spend
nore money than they have actually
estimated ; consequently the overdrafts
will, in all human probability, exceed the
underdraffs. T said just uow that it
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would be impossible to make ends meet
unless there wereconsiderableunderdrafts;
but, in the ordinary process of Govern-
ment after the style of the present
Ministry, there will be another Excess
Bill, and it will swallow up all the under-
drafts. Bo I calmly and seriously say to
this House that I see no prospect what-
ever of the Treasurer ending the vear
1897-8 without o deficit. I think he will
not be able to do it ; and, in view of that,
I wunt to impress o few things, not only
upon the committee, but npon the country.
I want to impress upon the comumittee
the absolnte necessity of economy; that
we cannot have every town hall and every
miners’ jnstitute and agriculbwal hall we
like to ask for; and that the country
must be prepared to bring its require-
ments within the limits of its income, for
no sound finance can be established upon
any other hasis.

Tar PrEMIER: We have always done
that, bitherto.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : But you have
not done it this time. We nre asked to
pass a vast amonnt of expenditure for
public works. I am not gowng fo attack
the Minister of Public Works, nor am I
going to attack particulmly the Works
Department. Tam prepared to admit that
the Minister has done his best, and that
the department has pretty satisfactorily
expended about half the money which it
hasspent. By that I mean that buildings
have been erected which have cost fully
twice as much as they ought to have cost,
and I will give one small illustration to
show what I mean. There is the East
Perth post-oftice, which cost, I think,
£1,800, and the needs of Fast Perth
could have been supplied for about £300.
In the West Perth post-office we have
ancther example of the same thing, awnd
all over this country the wild waste of the
architectural branch of this great spending
department s bringing this colony to its
knees. What do we want with all those
expensive roofs, and all those angle gables,
and all this wagte? Why, there is
nothing in the roofs of those buildings
that can accommodate the public.

Txue Direcror or Punric WoRkKs :
You are speaking of a past age.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : It may bea
past age, but it is a present waste. There
is no cure that Iknow of for these things;
but what we have to say is with a view of
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prevention. We want to prevent this
utter and hopeless waste which for seven
vears has been going on in the Works De-
partment. I heartily agree with the state-
ment which has already been made, that
the Lands Department has been starved
for the benefit of the Works Department ;
and I do not know anything that has
given me grmater surprise than to sce
Ministers, who are kept in office by the
great agricultural industry of this coun-
trv star ving the industry which they are
ajwa.ys l)oasting ahout and which retains
them in power. T say they ave seriously
injuring the Tands Department, in their
Estimates, and they have done so in order
to waste nioney in the Works Depart-
ment. I do nob say these works are not
needed, n a ‘sense. I am prepaved to
make up a list of necessary and good
work, of profitable work, that the conntry
ought to have, to o total value of ten mil-
lions of money; but the guestion which
this Parlisment and this country have
to consider is not, what do we want,
but what can we afford ? Not whether it
is profitable to build a railway here or
there, but whether we can afford to build
the railway; not whether we want an
agricultural hall, or jetty, or harbour, but
whether we can afford to construct those
works ; not whether it is nice to have a
museum on the top of yonder hill, but
whether we can afford to have that
museam ; and that is where the Govern-
ment. have utterly failed. 'Chey have
satisfied themselves by answering two
questions: is the work necessary, and
will it pay? I can point to ten million
pounds’ worth of work that is necessary
and will pay, but which this country
camnot possibly afford to undertake. We
can take a railway from HEsperance to
Norseman, and it will pay; we can build
a railway to Lawlers, and it will pay;
and so on with a hundred other works we
can mention that wonld pay. Buf we
have to deal with the State’s money as
we deal with our own. I could go into
many & venttre in wmy business that
would pay; I could spend £500,000
during the next month on a project thut
would pay, and hring in good profits;

am not able to do it. What is true
of the individual-—-I wani to impress
this upon the committee—is true of the
State. You can sy, it would be a good
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thing to do this, and it would be very
profitable to do something else; but your
limitations for spending are within two
and a half millions of money, and your
population iz only 160,000: and if you
do not exceed your income, you ought to
be thankful. I want to put before the
committee accurate figures taken from
the Government statements —they are
only to the end of last vear, Lecause the
statements are not published further;
and I have taken the trouble to pui the
retirns and the figures of this country
into a shape differing from that in which
the Premier puts them, and I would be
glad if he would follow the very excellent
example of Victoria in this respect and
give us the figures, instead of in & cash-
ook form, in a ledger form. What do’
these figures disclose? T have taken all
my figures from the Government pupers,
80 I hope Ministers will not interrupt
me. The total revenue from January
lst to December 3lst was £2,440,390.
The amount we received from tra.dmg
concerns was £1,083,863. The ex-
penditure  was £2,362 003; and that
expenditure equals £19 4s. 8d. per head.
I ask the committee to consider the alloca-
tion of this expenditure. The cost of
government, of which I will give particu-
lars in & moment, amounts to £4 13s. 3d.
per head. The expenses of working the
trading concerns are £5 16s. 5d. per
head. The amount for interest and sink-
ing fund is £2 4s. 8d. per head. The
amount expended on public works is
£6 10s. 4d. per head — an amount
equivalent to the whole revenue of Vie-
toria. The average population of the
colony is 123,000, as given by the Regis-
trar General.

Tae PreEstier: You know all this is
ancient history.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I know it is
ancient history, but we cannot give any-
thing but ancient history when we find
that docwments which ocught io liwve been
issued months ago are not laid before
hon. members.  The fignres must be
ancicot history, if departinents are worked
in this way. I say the Government only

I give figures which suit their own partica-
but I have not got the money, and T

lar purposes.

e Premer: [ do not think that is
fair,

MMr. ILLINGWORTH: T will with-

" draw the siatement, and say the Govern-
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ment necessarily give to the House figures
which, from their standpoint, they think
correct.

Tue Premier: They give all the
figures.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: I want to
point out that in New South Wales the
revenue from customs for the period to
June 30, 1896, was £1,825000, and
from excise £500,000, making a totad of
£2,325,000, which amounts to less than

£2 per head of the population of
1,200,000. 'Without wearying the com-

mittee by going into details, I will say
that everyone of the other colonies, and I
have figures here to show it, gives the
cost of government at or under £2 per
head, whilst the cost here is £4 13s. 3d.
Coming to details, I ask attention to
these facts. Here our trading concerns
—milways, tramways, and special works
—brought in £714,326; the expenses of
working them being £371,724. The
profits which they yielded—and this is to
the credit of the Railway Department and
to the Public Works—the total profit
amounted to £342,602. From mining
we received £215,213 ; the expenses being
£68,000, leaving a profit of £147,203,
Londs: rents and sales of land yielded
£160,001 ; expenses £40,001, leaving a

profit of £120,000. Lands Titles office,

amount received £52,066, the cost
being £32,136, and the profit £19,920.
Woods and forests, receipts £9,135,
expenses £2,760; profit £6,475. Fees
and licenses {various) yiclded £19,665.
The trading concerns showed a total
profit of £6355,765. Posts and tele-
graphs and telephones brought in only
£186,141, while the expenditure was
£269,000, so that there was a loss of
£82,859. It is fuir to explain, and I do
not want to be unfair, that the Post Oftice
Department during that year took over a
portion of its works to the extent of
£40,000 to £50,000. The exact figures I
cannot give, but £40,000 to £50,000 hus
been expended in this departrent on
works,

The Minister oF Ebucation: And
some on telegraph lines too.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: Deducting
the interest and sinking fund, amonnting
to £204,269, we made u net profit out of
trading concerns of £368,637. ‘I'hat is
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something the Government shouid be -

proud of, for there is no such record in
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all Australia as a clear profit of £3 per
head out of trading concerms.  After
paying interest and sinking fund,
and adding the amount of loss from
the Post Office, there is a clear profit
of £368,000, which has gone into the
coffers of the State. This is a satisfactory
state of things. So far from our finances
heing depressing, they are exactly the
opposite. I want to point out that, in
eriticising the Government policy, I am
not putting in figures and facts that will
injure the country. T am only disputing
the manner of the Government financing.
The amounts derivable from direct taxa-
tion are—QCustoms receipts, £996,812;
licenses, £16,424; stamps, £70,627;
making a total of £1,083,863. That was
what the Government had available; and
adding this direct taxation to the profit
made from trading concerns, there is a
total of £1,452 500. That is the amount
of the cash the Government of this
conntry have taken out of the pockets
of the people to expend, and we
have a right to ask what they have
done with it. While we boast, and rightly
boast, that we have made a profit of
£360,000 on our trading concerns, wemust
remember that this sum has been made
out of the people; although, of course,
they have had good service for the money.
In ordinary government it would come o
this, that whenever the public depart-
ments and trading concerns show large
profits, the country should demand that
the ratlway rates and other charges should
he brought down within a margin to clear
interest and sinking fund. It is not
advisable to do thut at the present time,
and I am glad the Government are
maintaining a stand, and making a profit
on their trading concerns.

Tre Premier: We are spending it,
too.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Iam objecting
to the wasteful expenditure of the Govern-
ment. I suppose the Government say,
“ The public have got this money;” but
the contractor gets it to a large extent.
I will tell you who gets it, by and by.
The Premier wants to know what has
been done with it. T will tell him.
We Lave expended this money on the
Governor, on Parlinment, on the judges,
und on the Registrar General, to the
amount of £42,907, equal to 5s. 4d. per
head of population. I would like to
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call the attention of those people who say
that the cost of Parlinment and the
Government is so much, by showing that
the cost is only 5s. 4d. per head, and I
think it cheap ut that price. Then we
come to the question of law and order,
the police, Rottnest estublishment, and
the Crown Law Departiment, which cost
£170,597, ur L1 7s. 4. per head. For
education we had a very low rate lust
term, but we shall bave to spend more this.
The cost of education was £32,751, or
5s. 6d. per head. TLiterary and scientific
establishments, the libraries of Parlia-
ment, and the local public institutes, have
cost £27,388, or 4. 6d. per head. One
large charge T would lilte to call attention
to is that of medical. T think it was
wisely and well spent for the sick of the
people all over the country. The expenses
under the head of “wedical” were
£80,991 ; charitable, £14,230; making a
total of £95221, being equal to
15s. 9d. per head. The printing account
of the country amounted to £18,986,
equal to 3s. 1d. per head. The
expenses of the Custom-house and
Govermpent Stores amounted to £52,274,
or 8s. 6. per head. There is a special
item here which will not occur again in
our history. It is educational and eccle-
siastical grants and aborigines, which
amounted to £60,635, or 9s. 2d. per
head.  Then there is that mysterious
thing called * miscellaneous,” £82,266,
or 13s. 6d. per head. Taking all the
items ns the necessury cost of the conduct
of the country, they amount to £4 13s. 3d.
per head, while in every other country
the total amount shows from £1 17s. to
£2 Bs. per head. I do not complain of
that cost. There are muny things which
we muost huve in this country which are
not required in other countries. Adding
to the £4 13s. 3d. the public works other
than  railways, which amount to £6
10s. 4d. per head, we have o total of
£11 3s. 7d. per head. When we take
the whole cost of govermment, working

and trading concerns, interest and
sinking fund, and public works, it
amounts to £19 4s. 8d. per heud.

But the actual money taken from the
pockets of the people, and the profits of
the mailways and trading concerns and
direct taxation, amount to £11 3s. 7d. per
head. BeforeIstarted to give these figures
I wasdiscussing the paint, noiwhether cer-
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tain things on the Estimates were wanted,
but whether we could afford them, and I
suy these figures prove conclusively that
our popnlation cannot bear to be taxed
£11 3s. 7d. per head, and I say the taxa-
tion and the expenditure of the country
must be brought within bounds. The
time has come for the Government to
wigely consider the question whether they
caunot reduce the expenditure of the
country. Other countries manage to exist
on £6 per head, that being the total

taxation, and our total tuxation is
£19 per hezd. It is only reasonable

to suppose that the population of this
country cannot stand this perpetual
strain, which i3 unseen, but which
18 constantly pu,bsuu' ou the people of
the country. Tt is depressing  the
prosperity of the country, and it is respon-
sible for the depression that we see around
us.  Although the Government say * We
have plenty of money,” they must remem-
ber that the people they have taken the
money from are the losers, and the people
will demand that the Government will so
conduct the expendifure that it will not
be excessive and a burden on the people.
I think when the heavily taxed and de-
pressed Victorin existed by taxing the
people to the amount of £6 3s. 4d. per
head, the Western Australian Govern-
ment cannot ask to increase the tax above
£19 per head.

Tue PresIier: We are hetter off than
they are, so it seems.

Me. ILLINGWORTH Yes, but the
question is, what about the other fellow ?
I come to the vote in connection with
the civil servants, and I wish hon. mem-
bers to take notice of this point. We
huve in the railway service of the coun-
try 5,081 servants, and w¢ have in
the other depurtments of the Siate
3,290. We have in this country civil
servants to the nwnber of 8,341, and
I ask the committes to ke intw
consideration  what that rweans. It
means that one in every twenty of the
populution is w civil servant.  If that is
not appolling, I do not know what is.
When one in every twenty of the popu-
lation of the country—counting every
man, womnan, and child—is acivil servant,
obtaining money from the State, T ask
vou what is the influence which any
Government can wield with such an ar my
of civil servants behind iE% because the
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majority of the civil servants are as a
rule on the side of the Government. In
Victoria the colony went down, and the
civil service itself broke down under the
weight, of one civil servant in thirty-five
of the population, and this country has
one in twenty. I make this statement on
these figures, and T say the Government
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are going on the straight way to a “ black |

Wednesday.” They are loading their de-
partments immensely. There are more
public servants than are required, and
more than the country can afford to
pay. While the civil service is in this
condition, some servants are not properly
paid, and year after year hon. members
on this side have stood here and called
the attention of the Government to this,
and pressed on them to get good men,
pay them well, and reduce the number of
civil servants. What did we hear from
an hon. member on the Ministerial hench
to-night. That in his department there
were servants of a bad sort. Of course,
there must be black sheep in every flock,
but these figures which I have quoted
show that the Government are over-
manning and over-loading their depart-
ments. This new country cannot possibly
continue to he successful and prosperous
when it has one in twenty of the popu-
lation in the civil service, unless the
country is going in for socialism alto-
gether. T call the attention of the
Grovernment particularly to this.

The Premier: We are doing an im-
mense namber of works by day labour.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : These are not
day labourers. The day labourer does
not affect the question, because he may
be put on to-day and put off to-morrow.
The amount of salaries for the regular
servants is 3,021, and there are 5,021
recorded in the report of the Minister of
Works; so that, if we desire to exag-
gerate, we could do so easily. I want to
make the best of the case, and not the
worst; and I want to put the condition
of the country fairly and squarely
before the committee. Another thing

I want to call attention to is the
steady increase in the salaries of
the more highly pmid officers.  Will

the Minister of Edueation please to
take note—and I use this illustration

hecause these are not such items as might !

possibly be taken exception to—I am
woing to speak of the Inspector General
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of Schoals, and I do so with the highest
respect, because I believe him to be a
most, capable officer; and, in referring to
his salary, I wish not to be thought to he
attacking any individual or his position.
The Chief Inspector of Schools in Vie-
toria has n salary of £500 a vear, and
the Government there spends on its
schools £600,000 a year, whereas the
Government in this colony spend £49,945
n year, and they propose to pay their
Chief Ingpector £500 a year. That is
atrocious. You ure taking away a paltry
sixpence a day off the small men, and
you are overloading your higher paid
men with large salares. I say you can-
not continue to raise these salaries.
The responsible Ministers of the Crown,
receiving £1,000 a year, are doing
more work than the heads of de-
partinents, and yet we find the
heads of departments are approaching
very nearly to the amount of the Minis-
terial salaries. I do mot say the men are
not worth the money; but I say 160,000
people cannct pay one man 1n twenty
at this high rate of salary; consequently,
the thing must come to a stop or we shall
come to a stop. I much regret that the
suggestion made by myself, and supported
Iy other members on this (the Opposi-
tion) side of the House, has not been
carried out by the Government; that is,
when there should be a sixth Minister
appointed, the departments of Works
and Railways should be divided. It is
to me a matter of great repgret that
the Government did not see fit to carry
out that proposal. Here are two depart-
ments combined under one Ministeriul
head, and spending nearly twice as much
as all the other departments put together ;
for, while others are spending £4 13s. 1d.
a head per annnm, this great department
1 spending at the rate of £6 10s. 4d. per
head out of revenue; and I say this House
and the country will not be satisfied
till the Comunissioner of Railways and
the Director of Public Works ure sepurate

individuals, controlling separate de-
partments. The change that ought to

bave been made recently was not the
appointment, of a Minister of Education,
however much we may respect the in-
dividnal whe has been appointed; but
the change should have been o distribu-
tion of those offices which would have
placed a Minister over the Public Works
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and another Minister over the Railways. * for Soulh Murchison (Mr. Rason) is not

This has been our trouble, and is a

trouble still, and it is one that is °

calculated to ruin this country if you do
not watch it. This perpetual expendi-
ture of two or three hundred pounds
here, and a few hundred there, for
all sorts of works all over the country,
which works are good and desirableenongh

if we could afford them, needs a closer

consideration by hon. members, but I am
afraid that, when we deal with these works
separateiv, the answer we shall get
almost invariably will be that the work
has heen done, or that it has been com-
menced and must he completed. The
Premier has already intimated to us that
certain works in these Estimates have
been Begun, and it looks as if, during the
last election, promises were made all over
the country for works to be undertaken,
and that these works have been com-
menced, and cannot now be stopped. If
that is the case—[TnEe PrEMiER: Itis
not the case]—if it be the answer that
these public works, amounting to half a
million of money spread all over the
country for necessary and unnecessary
things have been commenced, then there
is annther serious matter for members to
contemplate in dealing with these Esti-
mates. We will wait and see whether
that be so or not. I come now to a ques-
tion to which I Lave recently called the
attention of the House, because of its
vast importance. We have already taken
off, and transferred to other votes, a cer-
tain sum of money from the Perth dram-
age. I do urge on the Government to
endeavour to find out whether deep
drainage has not seen its last days. 1
have urged in this House before that the
true scientific principle of draining a city
is that of the Liernur system; and it
would be a wise expenditure if the Gov-
ernment. were to send an expert to report
on this system in those cities of the conti-
nent of Europe where it is in operation,
by which means they might obtain abso-
lutely correct and reliable information as
to the results of the system as seen on the
spot. I assure the Government that the
system is absolutely effective, and infinitely

superior to deep drainage, and that it can |

be carried out for one half the cost of a
deep-drainage system. Such a statement
as I have made is, I submit, worthy of
some consideration.

in his place, because he made some state-
ments I feel bound to refer to.  He said
the Government were practically piving o
larger proportion of the public expenditure
to members sithing on the Opposition side
of the House, as compared with the
amounts given to districts represented by
members who sit on the Government
side. My objection to the Government
in this particular is not so much that
they give to this member and that mem-
ber, but that they have been making a
wild attempt to please evervbody, and
therefore pleasing nobody. I want to
see this Government, or any Gtovernment
in office, show some backbone in dealing
with public works, by resisting the pres-
sure which members may bring to bear
for obtaining works required in their
several districts; and, whether it is myself
or any other member, we expect the
Government to be able to say “No,” if
“No™ is requisite to be said. Money is
to be expended, and we have the right to
expect our share of the expenditure, and
we have also our duty to perform to our
several constituencies; but I deny in tofo
that the Government have acted on this
principle. They have given money all
round, and I am glad to say they have
given ne what I have asked for my
constituency, when I put a good case
before them.  What I want to sayis that
Ministers have got to say **No' a good
many times,and have to refuse expenditure
in order to leep it within reasonable
bounds, for this country cannot continue to
pay to the revenue so large a sum as £19
14s. 8d. per head. It cannot be done.
In the seasons of prosperity we lhave had
the people have not perhaps felt the taxa-
tion so much, and have not complained,
while a large amount of money has been
coming from the old country for invest-
ment i miming properties here, and when
there has been a large amount of general
prosperity, which naturally leads to con-
sequent depression; but now we are in
for a time when we have to depend on
our natural resources, and I say no
country-—not even our country with all its
prosperity and wealth—is able to stand
this perpetual drain of money, amounting
to £3,080,000 for the current year. I
hope the Government will be ready, when
these items are before us in detail, to listen

I regret the member | to suggestions which will be made for
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reducing some of the items, so as to have
the expenditure within the revenue which
the Treasurer is likely to obtain.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): It is not
my intenfion to detwin the committee
long, for the reason that I shall have to
reserve all my energies for the separate
items when they come under disenssion.
If I am to take any notice of the nssertion
which has been made abont taking away
from the Public Works Dep:u‘tment such
a large sum of money, and transferring
it to other departments, it should he
remembered that, after all, the items of
expenditure set down in the Public Works
estimates are really the instructions of
this House and this Parliament, which
have to be carried out by the Director of
‘Works ; and when these items are under
discussion, 1t will be for hon. members to
dezl with them in such manner as they
think best. It is not my intention to
touch upen many subjects to-night. I
would like prineipally to deal with
the remarks made by the member for

Albany a few evenings ago, when
criticising the Financial Statement.

We have heard many speeches from
the hon. member, and although he
has frequently said, both inside and out-
side this House, and other hon. members
have nsed the same expressions, that they
would like to ‘‘draw ™ the Minister of
Works, it really means that, by hringing
me out, you may possibly expect to have
a little satisfaction yourselves. I would
likke to point out, however, that in en-
deavouring to place me in a position
which possibly may cause me a little
trouble and annoynnce, I shall perhaps be
able to place my case the more effectually
hefore this House. In dealing with the
remarks of the member for Albany, he
touched first on populution, and of course
he based on that all his arguments
against the Premier’s finuncial proposals
as to the way the expenditure should be
made, and the amount of revenue expected
to be rveceived; and there is no doubt
that POPU]ELﬁlOll is the proper bhasis for
such an argument ; but when he said that
a diminution in the population was
prim@ focie evidence of retrogression,
he no doubt wished to infer that the
diminution was taking place m a way
which hon. members do not wish to see
take place. The hon. member did not

[ASSEMBLY.]
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put before this House and the country
the true facts of the case; because he
well knows, as other memhels know, that
at this time of the yenr a lurge number of
people usually visit their homes in the
eastern colonies; and I have noticed that,
during this year, a great number are
travelling to those colonies earlier than
has been the case in previous years, so we
may expect to see a large number go
throogh in December, and we kuow that
m past years there has heen a large
number leaving the colony about the
same time of year; but, as has been
pointed out, most of these people are
taking return tickets, and numbers of
them will retwn here again. With re-
gard to the population, T notice the
memhe: for Albany, in all his remarks on
subjects of this kind, is doing more harm
than good to the country by placing
before the people our position in an
untrue light., I am sure itis not a
fact when he states we are retro-
grading, or that the reduction of
population is a sign of actual retrogres-
sion, It would be a sign of retrogression
if that process were to continue, and if
there were real cause for diminution in
our population. 'We all know there was
n very large influx of people during the
early part of the present year, and this
influx began to fall off on account of the
labour market becoming overstocked, and
through the cessation of some public
works throughout the country. We all
know the high wages ruling in the enrly
part of the year caused an abnormal in-
flux of population; but I must point out
to those who, from time to time, urged me
to increase the public works, that those
memnbers, by using sush pressure, were
only bringing about one result, that,
owing to the high wages ruling, there
were o large number of the artisan class
coming here, and possibly we would not
be able to find suflicient employment for
them ; consequently, many of those who
are able to return will go back, but there
are a great nunber who have decided to
stay here. There will be a continual in-
crease of the population, not abnormal but
regular, and that will continue for some
time to come, and I hope for all time.
The great number of people who came
here were induced to come hy the high
rates of wages ruling in the early part of
this year, and some of those people, not
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finding sufiicient work here, may deem it
necessary to relurn to their own homes.

Mg. lrrineworTH: What about the
3,000 a month increase?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: I will leave the Premier to
deal with that question. I think he has
proved, by the figures given, that the
population did incrense by that amount
per month. I consider the memhber for
Albany is not a friend of this country,
when he tries to damage it in the way he
attempted to do a few nights ago.

Mr. Leake: I told the truth,

Mz, Simpson: It was simply unpalat-
able. :

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS :- I donot say the hon. member
was not telling the truth. It may be that
the hon. member simply stretched a point
or exaggerated in a preat degree. We
know the member for Albany ts not noted
for his pmcticability ; that although he
possesses ability, he lacks application.
There is one thing about it, that if a few
other merabers, who are filling positions
on this (the Ministerial) side of the
House, had only had the opportuni‘ies
that the member for Albany had in his
past career, they would have made better
use of them than he has done. T can
assure the House I have known the hon.
member for many years, and personally
I have always looked wupon him as
my friend, and I kmow that friendship
has mnot lessened in a great degree;
hut I would like to point out that the
hon. member is most critical, in this
House, with regard to everything thati is
carried out by me as Director of Public
Works, and even with regard to things
which were done long hefore I toock up
that position. During the time I have
heen in this position, he has taken every
opportunity of attacking me in a way
which I think is quite nncalled for,

Mr. Leaxe: Itis guite falr. Tam going
to do it again,

THE
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" “1 dragged that from bun.”

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: He attacksthe right hon. the

Premier in the same way. To-night he
attempted to drag from the Premier a
staternent with regard to the sale of bonds
at home.

Mer. Leage: And succeeded.

Tae DIRECTOR OF FPUBLIC
WOREKS : You may have succeeded ; but,
although the Premier gave you that in-
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formation, T do not think il is much
to yonr credit to gloat over it, and lookat
vourfriends inthe manner vou did, and say,
T would
mnuch rather have been inthe position of the
Premier than in your (Mr. Leake’s) posi-
tion ; becanse I should have preferred to do
what the right hon. gentleman did, rather
than have gloated as you did over his
statenent. T have not, perhaps, had the
opportunities which many men have had
of studying political life in all its aspects ;
but T am going to be prophetic too,
because the hon. member for Albany
{(Mr. Leake) has drawn our attention to
the “ writing on the wall,” and professes
to be the Daniel of this day who can
interpret that writing ; but he is possibly
just as far out as can well be imagined
when he tells us that certain things are
going to happen. I will tell him that it
will be a long day before the coun-,
try will ever get a Government, and a
gentleman at the head of the Govern-
ment, who will be as fair and straight-
forward to this House as is the right
hon. the Premier. From what T know
of him, I can say that nothing is with-
held from this House; and, in en-
deavowring to press upon the right hon.
gentleman, and upon the Government,
such questions as these, I think the Op-
position are working in a most unfair
way. There is one thing about it which
I wish to say. I do not look upon the
remarks of the member for Albany as
honest criticism: I look upon them as
misrepresentation. I consider that, in
the remarks he made the other evening,
he misrepresented the facts altogether.
Perhaps the question might be asked,
whaut justification have I for the expendi-
ture which he says I am guilty of, the
great expenditure which he pointed to a
few nights ago, when he said I had a
million pounds given me to play with,
and which had been expended in a manner
not expected by this conntry? What
justification have I? The Estimates are
my justification. They were passed by
the Parliament of this country.

Mz. Leaxs: They are not passed
vet.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: I mean the Estimates of last
vear. The hon. member was alluding to
past expenditure—to what you yourselves
and Parliament as a whole—passed.
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You had the Estimates of this expendi- -

ture placed in your hands, and knew that
the money was to be spent upon those
works and buildings.

Mr. Leaxe: Pardon me; you are
wrong, 'The million that you have to
play with was that detniled in the
Bstimates now before the House.

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Well, I take it that if you are
afraid of my plaving with that million,
it is evident that in alluding to it you
also alluded to that which was alveady
expended.

Mr. Leaxe: I told the House that youn
had spent all but £62,000 of that money.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES: Well, we will tale the future.
The member for Albany said I was respou-
sible for all this expenditure. He forgets
that the land purchase items, and in fact
everything else included in those Esti-
mates, are not my doings as an individual.
After all, I am merely a means to the
end, and my duty is to spend this money
to the best of my ability in carrying out
the different requirements of the country.
It is placed in my hands by the Parlia-
ment of the country, with a view of my
expending it in the best manner possible.
I do not put these amounts on the Esti-
mates. Itisthe Parliament of the country
which places them there. The Govern-
ment come down with a programme,
which it is for Parliament to adept or
not, as it pleases; and we are not
doing this of our own will, but are
simply carvying out the wishes of the
House. Of comrse I know that the
member for Albany can take o hrief for
any side, because that is his business;
but there is one thing to be said, that if
he and I were to start as level as possible,
and if it cane to practical work, I hope I
should he able to outstrip him in the
race in practical work, though I am,
perhaps, unable to debate here with as
much facility as the hon. member, whose
great command of language is due, no
doubt, to the position in life which he
fills. Weall know it is easy for a man,
who fills such a position in his profession
as the hon. member, to hold a brief for
any side. But I would like, if it were
possible, to start level with the hon.
member in the practical work of this
department, and we would sec where he
would he then.

Debate on policy.
Mr. TLieakg: You might ruin my
business.
Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: With regard to the salaries
and other matters which havebeen brought
up here, I do not intend to deal with
them to-night; but I do not cure to
let the debate pass without reference to
one or two of the items touched upon. I
am prepared to defond all the items which
appear -on these Estimates, if necessity
arises for my defending them ; and when
the time does come for me to defend
them, I will do all that is possible to give
members whatever information they may
ask for upon the different items, and I
will have pleasure in doing so. With
regard to the suggestion, also made by
the hon. member for Albany, to take
away half a million of money from the
Works Department and transfer it to the
Lands Department, T may say it does not
matter one jot to me whether he tales
that away or not.

Mr. Lraxe: We intend to take some-
thing.

Twe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: If you take it away, we will
throw the responsibility of doing so on
your shoulders. Of course, you mean
you are going to attempt to do it.

"Mr. Leage: We are going to take it
away from you.

Trae Premier: If you can; bnt yon
cannot do it.

Twe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: I do not begrudge the Lands
Department the half million, becanse I
think they could make good use of it;
but, if you want the publie works of this
country to be carried out, then you must
find the money -for them. Setting aside
all attacks which we way make on each
other, T will say that, in my endeavours
to curry out these works, I have tried my
best to do.so in the interests of the
country ; and although so much has been
said with regard to the woy in which the
Public Works Department bas grown, I
say again the responsibility is cast on the
Parliament of the country, because, owing
to the abnormal state of things which has
obtained, and owing to the great demands
made upon us from different parts of the
colony, we were bound to increase the
staff to keep pace with the work. You
must remember, also, that: youare dealing
with the state of affairs as if it was five
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months ago.  If you were to ask to-day
for a report on lhe different departments,
you would find they are reducing their

staffs in every possible way, with a view

to lessening the expenditure; and, if hon.
members will only take an opportunity of
looking through the Estimates, they will
find, in a great many instances, that pro-
vision is made for only six months. I
regret that we have had to adopt this
course, because I quite understand that a
number of people will have to be thrown
out of employment; but it is owing te
the cessation of works which have been
completed, and with a view of showing
that the Government are desirous of
reducing expenditure as soon us it ean he
reduced, that this course is being taken.

A Mewmsgr: They are the small fry
who have been slaughtered.

Tag DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The hon. member well knows
that if he had to cut down his business
expenses, he would first reduce the num-
bers of the subordinate members of the
staff, and gradually dispense with heuds
of departments afterwards. You cannot
allow large bodies of men to rule them-
selves: you must have heads to rule
them. The time will come when the
lessening will have to take place with
regard to the heads also; and if members
will only look at the list of the staff, they
will find that a great nwmber are
temporary hands only, and, unfortunately,
this is necessary in view of the uncertainty
of the amount of business which will
have to be done in the future. When
the necessity arises for dispensing with
the services of these men—which I should
very much regret, and which I hope will
not take place, and that it will not he
necessary to reduce the staff more than
we can help—still, if it does come, we
shall do it. With regard to the land
resumptions, the member for Albany
mentioned that he would cail for a return
showing what had been paid for land. If
he will look at the Public Works Report,
pages 143-7, now before hon. members,
he will find a full and detailed statement
of the way in which that amount was
dealt with; and 1t is much to the eredit
of the department that the best business
done in connection with those land
resumptions was done by our own
departmental officers; and, had it not
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© working, we could have saved the country

some thousands of pounds by settling
claims without going nto arbitration.

Mgr. Georce: There was ton much
haggling.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
‘WORKS: Every one will admit that, in
dealing with the Public Works Depart-
ment, we have much difficulty in keeping
down expenses, owing to the decentralisa-
tion of the department, which is spread
all over the place. That is not the fault
of the administration, but is owing to
circumstances over which I bhave mo
control. My endeavour has been to
centralise the staff as far as possible;
und, if it could possibly he done at an

earlier date, I would endeavour to
bring about a change very quickly
by centralising as far as possible

the whole of the staff, thus doing
away with a great number of men and
increasing the efficiency of the depart-
ment in & way that can be brought about
only by a systein of centralisation. There
are one or two other speakers to
whom I would like to allude. The
member for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran)
spoke with regard to expenditure in
connection with the Boulder towuship.
‘While dealing with this subject, I think
the hon. member lost sight of the fact
that the township came into existence
only eight or ten months ago; and, had
he visited that locality on the 26th
January last with a view of locking into
the requirements of the place, as I did on
that date, he would have found that what
is now o rising township bad then only
just sprung into existence. At that time
there were ouly a few iron structures in
the township, and what conld be done for
the place was taken in hand at once by
the Government, We did all in our
power to meet the requirements of
the times. Of course, the place has
grown abnormally since that time; and
I have assured the hon. member that
everything in reason that could be done
to meet the wishes of the people there
woitld be taken in hand. As he knows,
a railway to the Boulder has been con-
structed, and a tramway to the Boulder
has Deen built—of course, owing to the
great demand upon us, without anthority
from this House. It was one of those
cases where it was betier to do the work

heen for the Act under which we were | without authority than to let private
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enterprise take it up. The Government
took 1t in hand, and to-day we have there
one of the busiest spots in the whole
colony. For the first weel:, the number
of passengers coarried upon that line was
6,000, for the second week 9,000, and the
number is gradunlly increasing.  As soon
&8 we can get it in proper order, we shall
be corrying something like 10,000 people
a week over the lines in that neighbour-
hood, and by this means we hope to take
some 10,000 tous of traffic per month for
the mines. In fact, I received a telegram
vesterday to the effect that one mine
alone is ready to send down 4,000 tons of
material as soon as we con push forward
this line to the mines, which we are doing
as fast as possible, T am sure the hon.
member will recognise that, in asking for
the erection of u goods stution there, and
for other conveniences, he must give us a
little time to put the work in hand. On
the one hand we are abused for going teo
fast, and, on the other we ure wurged
to go ahend faster. The fact of the
matter is that this is the cause of all the
trouble. If it had not been for the way
in which we were urged to go forward
and push ahead, as we have been by
the demands made on the Government,
possibly we should not have had such
o large Excess Bill, and, no doubt, we
would not have had to come here to ask
for so much money to-day as we are nsking
for. The Honse and all the people of
the country are responsible for all this
increase, the people being responsible
through the members who represent them,
We, of course, can afterwards take the
respongibility for the carrying out of
these works. Iam sure that everything
is Jusiified ; that all the works spoken of
as bewy so costly, when they are com-
pared with works carried on in other
places, will be found to have been done
for a moderate expenditure, considering
the extremely high rates which were ruling
at the time they were constructed. 1
think that, compared with works in other
places, they were not so costly, a.fter_ all.
With regard to the costly railway stations
which have been ulluded to, I must ask,
have hon. members gone through the list
to see what those stations have really cost
the country 7 Take Bayswater, or Karra-
katta, or any of the places mentioned, and
you will find that the expenditure has
not heen very great. The enst of
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Karrakatta station is about £1,300 alto-
gether, and provision had to be made
there to work fhose sections ; so
that, taking the duplication as 1t is
now, we all know that to run o large
service such ns we have there we had
to have the sections about equidistant, for
if we had one section of line twice as long
as another, there would be undue and un-
necessary delay at places beyond that
section, between the starting point and
the point where the long section com-
menced. These stations are absolntely
necessary for the working of that railway,
and I think that, after the stations are
completed and hon. members have had an
opportunity of visiting them, they will
find that there has been no extravagance
in their construction.

Mgr. Simrson: That eoriticism came
from your own side of the House.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Yes; you were very mag-
nanimous on that occasion, and I Inow
the reason why.

Mg, Siveson: I said nothing abont it.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES: That is all vight. Tf you had
dealt as fairly with everything os
vou did with that subject, there would
be little for us to complain about.
It is really useless for me to stand talling
here, because, when all is snid and done,
we kmow we have the power, and I think
we shall keep it. I do not know of any-
thing else to refer fo, except to thank
those hon, members who so kindly de-
fended my action, and for the kind
expressions they used with regard to the
works carried out both in the Railways
and Public Works Departments. In some
instances, perhaps, the expenditure of
money might have been avoided, but hon.
members must recognise the fact that, in
their own Dbusiuess, they do not go
through life without making some
mistakes, and it is the same with public
departments. During the time I have
been in control of this department, there
has been a great increase in the work,
and it has been impossible for one
Minister to exercise a control over the
whole of it with satisfaction.

A Memser: The departments should
be divided.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: There should he no swopping
of horses when erossing a strenm, to use
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an old expression, and there are reasons
why this could not be done.  Therc has
been a targe amount of work o do in the
departments, and I say that the work has
been done as well as possible.  To give
the committee some indication of the in-
crease that has been made, T will point to
the port of Fremantle, where the import
business has increased from 80,000 tons
m 1895 to 500,000 tons to the end of last
month. There has been an enonuous
increase of business during the last year

or two, and so with regard to the public .

works there has also been a great increase.
But we have now come to a time when
the business will lessen, and when this
large programme of public works is gone
through and -other works- of necessity
come in, which will probably not he so
great, then 1 think we shall be able to get
our departments in better order than they
have been. I do not wish to throw dis-
credit on those who have administered this
department in the past, but some of the
divisions of this department, I think, have
improved, and T hope in time to see some
branches of the department in a better
position than they are to-day; and the
only way to do that is hy receiving the
support of hon. members, and by mem.
bers not being too eritical. A little en-
couragement from time to time is better
than undue criticism.

Mr. WILSON (the Canning): After

the eloguent speech of the member for |

Central Murchison (BIr. Illingworth),
not much has been left for me to touch
upon ; but I would not like the debate to
finish without mentioning one or two
matters which struck me as important.

The finances of any institution, whether

those of the country or of the individual,
are of vital importance. The success of
the individual and the prosperity of the
nation, and indeed the very existence of
all, depend on the wise and cautious
administration of the finances of the
country.
consider this question well, and see that
we, the Parliament of the country,
have the finances under proper control.
It & a very easy matter for any-
one to go through these Hstimates and
find fault. It is easy to turn up item
after item, and find fault and cnticise;
but T do not propose o do that. T do
not wish to be carping or fault-finding
unnecessarily. T wish to take a broad

{2 DecewmsER, 1597.]
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i view of this matter, to consider the
¢ finances from a natienal standpoint, and
see whetller we have the contrel of the
finnnces us we ought to have in the
interests of the country. Granting that
sound administyalion of the finances is
essential for the well-being of the indi-
vidual and the community, it behoves ns
to see that we hive them under proper
| control. ‘The first thing that strikes me
+ is the Excess Bill that was brounght down
to the House some days ago. I wvay
say personally—it may he my ignorance
or my want of experienee in Parliamen-
tary matters—but personally I was
- appalled to think that the Govern-
ment could spend £619,000 out of the
consolidated revenue, and £92,000 out
of loan money, and then bring in
a Reappropriation Bill to cover £360,000,
o altogether close upon a million
of money, without the authority of
Parliament. It seems to me that any
Government that will expend a sum of
money equal to & third of the total
revenue without the authority of Par-
liament is doing what is absolutely
wrong, and which I can only characterise
as a scandal and a disgrace. Take the
* British Parliament, if such a thing
occurred there, what would it mean? It
would mean that the Government would
expend thirty million pounds in the year
without authority, and would that he
suffered for a moment? Has this Parlia-
' ment, got the control of the finances ¥ T say

emphatically “ No,” under these circum-
stances. I kmow that the Treasurer will
tell us that if anything is wrong in the
| finances, the Government are responsible

for it. The country will not be satisfied
| with that position. If anything goes

wrong, the people look to Parlament,
| and we, as Parliament, shall not
be exonerated if we are lax in our
duty in that respect. Another matter
I would like to touch upon is the question
of the Auditor General's rveport. I do
not, know why it is that this House has
* not seen the Auditor General’s report
before this. But as the Auditor General
is an officer appointed by Parliament to
keep the accounts in check, and as the
report is necessary to inform hon. mem-
hers with regard to the finances of the
country, that report should be here. I
throw out the suggestion to the Govern-
ment that it would be well if they could
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possibly close the financial year at the
end of December, so that the accounts
put: before the House would not be from
twelve to fifteen months old when hon.
members see them. That would be an
advantage.

Tae PaeEMier: We used to have that,
but Parliament changed it.

Mr. WILSON: The sooner we go
back to the system the better. I throw
out the suggestion to the Government for
them to consider. The matter of salaries
has been mentioned, and I donot propose
to take up the endgels on any individual's
behalf; but to think 8,000 individuals
are employed in the civil service is sufhi-
cient in itself to justify some reform.
There are too many men emploved in our
civil service to-day, and that is the reason
why so many of our able men are under-
paid. My idea is this, that if the hours
of labour were increased to a reasonable
time, to what mercantile houses and com-
mercial houses bind their servants down
to, from 9 o'clock to 5§ o'clock, and pay
men better salaries, the Government
might do away with perhaps 20 per cent.
of the men now employed. It is wonder-
ful how the Government manage to get
men in the service at all to do the work
at such small salaries. At present per-
haps the majority of men are not fit to
be there, and that may explain it. I
strongly suggest to the Government that
the sooner a Civil Service Board is ap-
pointed to deal with appointments and
salaries, the better for the country. The
Premuier stated that few increnses in sal-
aries could be made this year, owing to the
large demand for public works. I think it
a great pity that such a remark had to be
made. Because the Government intend
to carry out a large programme of public
works, is that any reason why men who
are entitied to increases of salaries should
not get them? Ts that any reason why
men in the Lands Department, for in-
stance, should not have increases which
they are entitled to? It is unjust to the
civil servants to take such a stand. I
think it would be better to cut down the
works, and treat our ¢ivil servantsas they
should be treated. The Agent General’s
office is one which, I think, might be put
on a much better footing. This Parlia-
went has little or no control over the
expenditure for that department. We
hear little or nothing about it. We

[ASSEMBILY.]
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never know where the orders are placed,
or who get the commissions. I wonld
suggest here that we should do im this
colony what has been done in the other
colonies. Let us call for tenders within
the colony for everything required, and let
the local merchants have a show, and I
think the goods will be obtained cheaper,
and the Government be served better and
more expeditiously. The hon. member for
Central Murchison referred, and rightly
too, to the bulance brought forward in
the national balance-sheet, which was
swallowed up in items of ‘stores to the
amount of £700,000. The hon. member
was perfectly right in his objection to it.
The balance-sheet is an ordinary balance-
sheet, such as is drawn out by ordinary
firms. Tt is a cash hl.lzmce-sheet, and
should deal with cash only.

Tre Premier: It 18 not a cash
balance-sheet, because there are many
items there which are not cash.

Mr. WILSON: Every penny of cash
in hand ought to be shown. 1 say this
statement is not an accurate one. If the
balance is brought forward, and swal-
lowed up in a lot of stores, it ought not
to be shown as a cash halance. There is
only one other matter I think it is
necessary to touch wupon, and that
ig the question of the public worlks being
done by day labour. I can quite under-
stand the Premier's interjection that so
many day labourers were employed that
it swelled the army of civil servants.
The best thing to do in any country is to
let the works by contract. I do mnot
believe in day labour, as more money is
wasted, and there are more dire results
accruing therefrom when the Government
have to discharge their army of servants
after the work 1s completed. Better let
the work go by contract, and then there
will be no difficulties. Thereis one other
matter which has been mentioned by the
Commissioner of Railways, and that
is in regard to seme of the remarks
made by the hon. member for Albany.
He stated that the people who were leav-
ing the colony intended to return. ‘That
is possibly correct; but why are they
leaving the colony ? It is because their
wives and families are not living here.
If they were here, the men would not leave.
I would again impress upon the Govern-
ment that it is necessary for us to do
evervthing in our power to induce the
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wives and families of the people here to
come over and settle in this country.
To my mind the urgunuent adduced by the
member for Albany (Mr. Leake), to the
effect that the Estimates must be based
upon the population, is perfectly sound.
Tt is deplorable to think that in any one
month the departures from our shores
should exceed the arrivals; and I do not
see how the keeping back of information
of this sort is going to help the country.
I think the horn. member should be com-
mended for endeavouring to convince this
House that it s necessary to take steps
to improve our prospects for the future.
I may also say, with regard to the infor-
mation the right hon. gentleman gave us
to-night with reference to the Treasury
bonds, that I do not think he was justi-
fied in being so severe on the members of
the House who wished for this informa-
tion. Why, his first utterance, when he
got up, was that the information would
do no harm to the colony; and I, as a
sensible man, cannot see what harm can
result from any information the Prenuer
has given us to-night. I think we were
justified in getting that information. If
Parliament is to control the public purse
and the public expenditure of this colony,
then we are always entitled, at the very
earliest opportunity, to haveany informa-
tion which we require in order to under-
stand the financial position.

Mr. SIMPSON {Geraldton) : I expect
the House is weary of this financial debate,
but T think the delay, which has been
unavoidable so far as I am able to see,
has been amply compensated for by the
long and valuable speech contributed by
the hon. member for Central Murchison
(Mr. Illingworth) to-night on the present
aspect of the financial affairs of this
country. He pointed out our exact posi-
tion. We are neither richer nor poorer
for knowing exactly where we are.

Tre Premier: But where are we?

Me. SIMPSON : The breezy optimnism
with which the Premier opened out his
subject to the House would lead one to
imagine that things were all right.
right hon. gentleman preaches peace;
but I would point out to him that he is
very little in touch with the commercial
affairs of this country, and that all his
life he has occupied a position in the
civil service, where the ills of fortune very
rarvely come.

[2 Decenser, 1897.]
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speaking on this subject, to go into the
question of £10 per annum to this man,
or £15 to the other man; but even
taking the Premier's own remarks in his
opening speech, he almost bhints that we
have gone through owr seven fat years, and
that possibly we are entering upon the
seven lean years of our existence; and I
am sure the committee will excuse me for
using a Scriptural ilustration, because
hon. members have lately pot into a
regular habit of guoting Seripture, and I
believe I am catching the same complaint.
Referring to the references made to the
population and its increase or decrease, the
Premier used the term * ancient history.”
It is very largely ancient history, for the
ratio of 1mcrense has not been maintained ;
and in addition to thut there was another
featwre well worthy of cousideration,
npmely, that the sources of that immigru-
tion from the East have Leen very nearly
exhausted. We have very nearly got all
the additions to our population which we
are likely to receive from the East. We
know that the conditions of life, both in
Victoria and in New South Wales, have
improved very considerably; and, speak-
ing without any reference to party politics,
but as a practical man having a knowledge
of the aircumstances, 1 say we must re-
cogmse that we have no yreat advantages
to offer mmmigrants to this country, if
business continues brisk in the other
colonies. Of course the local increase in
population is very precarious; and possibly
now that the Government have entirely
abandoned fhe proposal Lo maugurate
any system of sewerage for Perth and
Fremantle, the local increase of popu-
lation is likely to Dbecome still more
precarious. 1 cannot help referring te
this question again; Ffor I look upon
it as an absolute and complete calanuty
that the necessities of the financial condi-
tion of this country should have compelled
our Treasurer to divert to other sources
the money which was placed on the Esti.
mates for that purpose. Of cowrse our
revenue for last year was enormous; but,
as was pointed out by the hon. member

for Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth),

this enormous amount of money was
taken out of the pockets of the people,
and the resulis must he disustrous. No
people on earth could possibly stand it.
I admit that our circumstances are abnor-
mal, but I challenge the Premier to pro-
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duce z parallel from the history of any
country in the world for such abstractions
from the people’s pockets, in order to
build such places as u gaol at Wyndham
in which to keep a few natives. With
regard to the underdrafts in connection
with the expenditure of the Postal and
Education Departments, T may say there
are no departments in which 1 would more
readily excuse an excess than in those
which are engaged in furnishing the com-
munity with postal and telegraphic facili-
ties and educationa) opportunities, With
regard to the Agrienltural Bank, the
Premier adopted heroics, but I would
sugrest to him that this course is not
quite timely. This institution has only
been in existence for about two years, and
the agriculturist is at present getting
enormovs prices for his produce as well
as loans from the Bank, and the Premier
snid ut Bunbury—where he says so many
peculiar things, und where o short time
ago they very nemrly killed o gentleman
who is greatly respected and holds
u very high position in this com-
munity—in speaking of this Agricul-
tural Bank, that if the people would
not settle on the land, the Govern-
ment would themselves go farming. Well,
I believe that very possibly they soon will
have an opportuwty of doing se. I should
not be surprised if that is part of the
future history of the Agricultural Bank.
Certainly, I must admit that I cannot
speak too highly of Mr. Paterson, the
gentleman in charge of that inglitution.
He is the vight man in the right place;
and T am sure he is a very valuable public
servant, who tries to safeguard the opera-
tions of the Bunk in every possible wuy,
But the Premier, in alluding to the
matter of land settlement, adopted a tone
very different from that which he usually
takes in nddressing this side of the House.
He suggested 1t by way of advice; and
hesaid : * Our great aim must be—I am
gure I am giving pood advice in this
matter-—to try und fix a settled population
upon the landsof the colony.”  * We must
try and do everything we can to alter this
state of affairs, and to settle the people
upon the lands of the colony. We must
be more liberal than we have ever been
before, more liberal than any other
country, in regard tothe alienation of lang,
80 long as we can get it utilised.”
I suppose the Pranier pave exact expres-

[ASSEMBLY.]
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sion to the wishes, instinets, and desires
of every public-spirited man in this land.
Such were the words which fell from him,
and this House welcomed them; but when
we turn to the Estimates, what has he
done ? He has taken his pen and struck
out the reguest made by the TLands
Depurtment to enable that settlement to
go on.

TrE Premrer : That is not true.

Mr. SIMPSON: If ever there was a
juggle in compiling the Estimates of a
country, it is to be found in the way in
which the TLands Department has been
juggled out of its legitimate demands
for the benefit of the Works Depart-
ment.

Tue PrEmier : To what extent ?

Mr. SIMPSON: Some thousands of
pounds for extinction of rabbits on the
lands of the country and for services in
connection with additional lands handed
over to the department. I kuow, sir, that
the Minister of Lands is & man who has
the confidence of the country, and it was
a terrible calamity to endeavour to damp
this confidence by permitting the Minister
of Works to ladle out some sops to the
country, instead of enabling the Minister
of Lands to settle the people on the soil.
‘Whenever I have an opportunity, I shall
always resent the utterances of such
commonplaces as these in a budget
speech, when the Government, by the
action they take immediately afterwards,
show that they utterly disbelieve in them.
If the Director of Public Works will
permit me to say so, I am not one of
those critics who in any way wish fo
deprecate the energy and enthusiasm
which he has thrown mto his work, or the
respect in which he is held throughout the
land; but I would like that gentleman,
though in office, to recognise that he his
w duty to perform; and, that, if Ministers
treat with contempt any sugpgestions
coming from this side of the House, that
contempt is ill based if it is only founded
on abuse, and is altogether incompatible
with the duty they owe to the country.

Tre Premier : You must not be rude.

Mg. SIMPSON : I can only speak for
myself; and I endeavour to conform to
the rules of debate. Should I ever find
myself dropping into intentional rude-
ness, Iam sure I would not trespass on the
patience of hon. members of this House by
my presence in the Chammber. The Pre-
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mier, too, refers aguin to the question of
pastoral oceupution. Whal bas he done
for that¥ Sunply introduced the tick.
I want te know how the pastoral
supporters of the Govermmnent are going
to continue to support them. The
Premier must not try to laugh away a
plague which the colony of Queensland
looks upon as the terror of its pastoral
industry. He is introducing it to Perth
and Fremantle. If the Government
Resident over ut Rottnest experiments in
connection with this insect which has
pretty well ruined the pastoral industry
of Queensland, T am sure the agn-
culturalists and pastoralists will be
gratified with the Premier's method
of denling with the pest question. Had 1
the power of divination possessed by some
hon. members, I might draw some very
happy sketches of the two inspectors
mounted on camels and going after the
rabbits. As to the railway revenue, I
am swe the Commissioner would not
submit returns which he thought were
not correct.

TaE PREMIER:
the returns ?

Mr. SIMPSON: Because I question
the source from which the Commissioner
gets his information.

Tue PremiEr; Oh, I see.

Mz. STIMPSON : I do not put opinions
before the committee without giving
reasons for those opintons. I believe that
the revenue is inflated, and that the
balance sheet of the Railway Depurtment
is got up for a special purpose.

Tur Premier: Well, this
nice!

Mz. SIMPSON: I do not suy that is
done by the Commissioner. But I would
remind the committee that there is “alot
of humanity about man.” For instance,
we ure told there is £45,000 from
wharfage; but we have no information as
to the cost of the wharves and the interest
on that cost. Would it not be reason-
able and legitimate to debit the Railway
Department with the cost of the wharves,
out of which the Railway Department
makes an income? Then the Railway
Department receives about £890,000 from
the geneml public. T would like o know
how much of that is for carrving con-
tractors’ material.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
£47,000.

Why then question

is wvery
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Me. SIMPSON : That is for the car-
riage of material, for which contractors
have to pay freight ?

Tre CoMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
That is included. We have to give de-
livery at a base.

Mg. SIMPSON: For Coolgardie you
deliver ot Northam ?

Tue CoMMISSIONER OF RaAILWAYS:
For the Menzies line we deliver at Tal-
goorlie,

Mg. SIMPSON: Is that the rule in
all contracts ?

T CoMwmIssIONER OF RAlLways:
Yes, always,

Mer. SIMPSON:
what I regarded
-authortty, that it was not.se. The
country would be mneither richer nor
poorer for kunowing what the Ruilwoy
Department receives from the yeneral
public. We are told that the income
from the railways is more than sufficient
to pay the whole interest on our national
debt, and it would be acting wisely if in the
future the railway accounts were dis-
sected, so as to show the propertion of
revenue received in each particular way.
I regret very much to learn that the con-
dition of the Government tanks between
the coast and the goldfields is so unsatis-
factory. None more than the Opposition
would welcome a rainfall which would fill
all those tanks. A large proportion of the
suceess of the Railways administration
depends on u permanent water supply,
and for that supply the country is en-
tirely dependent on Providence. I should
like to inquire whether the Railway De-
partient has been debited with the cost
of all the tunks from which the locomo-
tives are supplied with water.

Tur CoMMISSIONER OF
Yes.

Mr. STIMPSON: Then I should like
to inguire the date from which interest
and sinking fund in connection with
public works wre charged. Are the
charges made from the date when the
works are taken over from the contractor,
or is it usual to wait three years from
that date before charging interest and
sinking fnnd 7

Tue Prewter: The Treasury <oes not
keep an account against each work, hut
deals with the charges as a whole,

Mr. SIMPSON: Is it a fact that
. interest is not charged for three vears:

I was informed, on
as  unimpeachable

Rawmways
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TeE CoMMISSIONER OF Ratnwarys: We
must charge it before three years.

TeE Premier: We charge interest
against consolidated revenue every six
months.

Mg. STMPSON: I know you charge
interest against consolidated revenue
because you have to pay it. Do you
charge interest to the particular work ?

Tae PreEmigr: In the Treasury we
do not do that.

Mr. SIMPSON: Is it done in the
Railway Department ?

Tur (OMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Interest is charged from the date of the
taking over of the works, as is shown by
the Railways and Tramways annual
Report. The total amount spent on con-
struction and equipment in 1890 was
£833,083; in 1896, the amount was
£2.316,824:; and in 1897, £3,734,477.

Mzr. SIMPSON: If it is not done, we
are living in a fool’s paradise. We are
telling the public that the income from
the railways would pay the interest on the
whole of our national debt.

Tae Premier: I told you all about
that the other night.

Mr. SIMPSON : The Premier tells us
a lot of things we do not want to know;
but the way in which he replied to a
question on this point is unparalleled in
the Parlinments of Australia. The idea
of begrudging information to members of
Parliament, who are responsible to the
people for the conduct of public busi-
ness !

Tue PrEMIER :
for the public.

Mr. SIMPSON: The mquiry was
made in the interests of the public; and
the ounly object T can imagine for with-
holding the information is to conceal the
names of the people who get the plunder.
The Premier knows to what 1 refer.

The Prenier : T am guite innocent, I
assure you

Mr. SIMPSON: So far as I am in-
formed, the trip of the Premier to London
was an eye-opener for him, especially in
the matter of the Great Southern Rail-
way bonds. No one nccuses the Govern-
ment of any ill-intention in c¢onnection
with this matter, but the subscgnent
tremendous full in the value of the
colony’s securities showed what an ap-
palling mistake was the issue of those
hends.

The information is
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verbal promise that £1,100,000 worth of
bonds would be put on the market under
Government auspices only. The gentle-
man who made the promise took the
bonds, and realised as quickly as he could.

Tae Premrer: He lost by it.

Mr. SIMPSON : The Government
ought to have kuown that thos: with
whom they were dealing owed the colmw
a grudge. If there were any people
against whom precautions should have
been taken, these were the Great Southern
Railway people.

Tre PremiEr: You helped to pass
the Bill, and did not say anything then.

Mg. SIMPSON : I helped to pass the
Bill, imagining the Premier had used
some of that caution he is always trying
to inculcate in this House.

TeE PrEmier: We all have to learn.

Mr. SIMPSON: When I find I have
been wrong, the Premier cannot blame
me for taking extra care in the future.

Tre PrEMIER: I hope you will.

Mz. SIMPSON : The blunder cost the
country thousands. South Australia has
had some great public men who have done
wonders with a very poor country. That
colony floated aloan, the suceess of which
rendered disgraceful and ridiculous the
reception given to Western Australia on
the market a few months later.

Tue PrEMier: The market was better
when the South Australian loan was
raised than it was when we asked for a
loan.

Mz, SIMPSON : The market was re.
duced from 2} per cent. to 2 per cent.
‘We got the bhint we were over- bouowmg
arxd a wise hint it was to give us. I
emulate the Premier in his magnificent
belief in this country, but he was over-
running the constable.

Tue Premiek: You had bebter come
over to the Government side and help us.

Mz. SIMPSON: I was glad to hear
the Premier give a little warning to
people who are everlastingly running to
the Treasury. The self-help of the com-
munity is heing sapped. We cannot
imagine the Premier refusing £200 or
£500 for this or that public work, and it
is to he hoped the pinch of poverly will
teach him cantion. T promised I never
would hamper the Premier, and T have
never been a mendicant at the door of
the Treasury. As representatives of the
people, we are the trustees of the welfare
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of this country, and our desire should be
to build owr political reputation on some-
thing greater and sounder than the mere
distribution of * loaves and fishes”
When one considers that the hon. member
for South Murchison (Mr. Rason), who
has only been a few months in Parliament,
has succeeded in filching over £10,000
from the Treasury, it 15 seen what a
capicious maw Government supporters
have. We know what log-rolling has
done for Victoria. That is a colony I
admire imumcnsely, and pity in her mis-
fortunes. But while there is much that

. we ¢an learn from Victoria 2s to methods
of developing a country, we can learn
more from her mistakes, in view of the
terrible disasters which have followed log-
rolling there. Asto thequestion of salaries,
raised by the Estimates, I never interfere
with £10 or £15 increases. One would
have thought that the Premier, with all
his experience of the troubles which arise
under this head, would, before now, have
brought in a Civil Service Bill.

Tue PrEmiER: We shall have to do
that soon.

Mz, SIMPSON : The Premier has un-
pleasant duties to perform in connection
with public service salaries. It is a mat-
ter I do not care to have anything to do
with. My idea is that the ablest men,
and men of the best character in the land,
should be drawn to the public service,
and receive remuneration suflicient to
satisfy their present needs, and leave
their future in no way imperilled. I
am glad to notice that there is an item
of a quarter of a million sterling down
on the Estimates for water supply on our
goldfields. We are not yet out of the
difficulty in connection with that, and I
hope that that sum will be spent with
celerity, as summer is approaching, and
whether we recognise 1 or not, the
summer is king. I hope more benefit
will be secured from the expenditure of
this money than has accrued from the
expenditure of money in the past. I
beligve the Alint will prove of unalloyed
advantage to this colony. Although it

will cotail some small  expense, it
will prove an enormous saving o
the goldficlds, where people have

heen hitherto charged extortionute rates
for sending their gold away to Victoria.
I would, however, suggest a further
wlieration in the plans.  Our exports do

(2 DecemBgr, 1897.°
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not assume the dimensions I would like
them to. Glold is answering splendidly
for all our requirements, ut I am sorry
the pastoral industry does not keep up
with it. T hope that, when the Land Bill
is introduced mto this House, it will be
framed on proper lines. The basis of
land tenwre should be *improvement
with residence.” 8o long as a man im-
proves his land, he should be allowed to
have it for nothing.

Tae Premier: You must got revenue
from somewhere.

M. SIMPSON: It is hetter to give a
man land, provided you can get him to
settle on it, and trust to your railways
and other sources for your revenue,
than to suddle hunr with rent. The Pre-
mier has told us that everything is sound.
I am a sanguine man, bot the Premier’s
experience does not put him in a position
of realising the stress and strain that this
community is going through at the pre-
sent time. I can assure the right hon. -
gentleman, without wishing in any sense
to be a cronker, that I speak with exact
knowledge—and Irefer to the commercial
and mining men in the House to support
me—when I suy that there is as near a
commercial panic in Perth and Fremantle
as possible. I appeal to the member for
the Canning. [Mr. WrLson: Hoear,
hear.] I go further than that, and say
we are on the verge of an unemployed
difficulty. No less than 56 applications
were received befere 7 o’clock in the
morning, the other day in this city, for an
appointment of a not very high grade. 1t
is no use living in u fool's paradise. We
should “ face the music.” The extreme
tension in our financial circles, and the
panic——

Tue Premrgr: What is cousing any
panic?  Not the expenditure of the Gov-
ernment.

Mg. SIMPSON : I am not giving any
explanation nor assigning any cause, but
I consider that something may be due to
the policy of the Government in connec-
tion with the public works and buiidings.
The Government would have been much
wiser if they had not gone into competi-
tion with private enterprise; maising the
price of bricks, raising the price of
timber, and tasing the price of labour.
I am informed that the Director of
Public Works paid [0s. a doy to oneman
for ordinary labour.
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Tue Dirkcror oF Pusnic Works:
I paid 8s. a day, and refused to pay
more. I can prove it.

Mr. SIMPSON : A railway contractor
asked me how he could compete with the
Government when they were paying 10s.
a day for ordinary labour. There is no
doubt the position of things is very
serious.

Tae PremMIErR: What is the reason ?
What has it to do with the Gtovernment ?

Me. SIMPSON : I am not an alarmist.
Our mining developments have lately
been the admiration of the world, and
the possibilities in connection with the
expansion of our timber industry are
immense; agricultural settlement is goinyg
on in a way that is making us become
hopeful about the future; but the Gov-
ernment are hard up. [THE PREMIER:
No.] The Director of Public Works in-
formed us to-night, ns also in his report,
which reached us the same night as the
Premier’s speech, that we were on the
verge of big dismissals. 'What does that
mean here? In the other colonies men
can tramp across the border when they
lose their employment, and try to get
work there; but here it is not so. The
Premier hag always been in the receipt of
public money. He has lived on jam all
his life, and he does not know the stress
and the strain that men have to undergo
in fighting for existence. [ am not speak-
ing of the instincts of his hewrt. 1 know
they are good, but he does not realise the
position of things here to-day. The
one advantage of the goldfields is that
round about there we have areas for
the employment of bhundreds of men.
It is a great "estate in this colony.
With regard to the Government policy for
the future, T hope the Minister in charge
of the Post and Telegraph Department,
will realise that this House will always
be generous in regard to any exfensions
he may make. We should place our
settlers in the back blocks in close touch
with the world. I do not think the com-
mittee would be parsimonious m doing
anything in this direction. Bub I think
the time has come for the abandonment
of that miserable urgent telegramn system
which is in force here. It is an injury to
the business of the country. People in
Melbourne and Sydney say, 'We cannof
do business with Western Australia; we
have no system of urgent telegrams here,
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and South Australia gets the information
before us.” What 15 the wretched in-
come from the system? Ts it 50 much
that the system should be continued ? If
I am a poor man and want to wire to
some relations to come to me, being in
trouble and distress, and I go into the
telegraph office with 1y shilling, I have
to stand aside for the man who comes
along and can afford to pay 2s. for his
message. I cannot be attended to until
the man who can afford to pay has had
his wants supplied. The system is un-
just from the very beginning. In con-
nection with the Education Department,
I hope the Minister will become en-
thusiastic. The educational system of
the country bhas no friend in the
Premier : no opportunity does he
miss to decry it. I hope the Minister
will remember that the people of the
country endow him with the means to
establish a national system of education,
which should become a credit to every
man who lives in ‘Western Australia.
My confidence in the country grows every
year, but when things are not too bright
I do not say they are Lright; I do not
preach peace when there isno peace. But
I will repeat, my confidence in the country
grows year by year, but my confidence in
the methods of the Ministry grows less.
When we realise that theve was an excess
expenditure last year of £619,000, we are
wont to réemember that it is only a few
years ago that the Colonial Treasurer in
a timid, apologetic kind of way came
down to the House and introduced a
wretched little Excess Bill for £5,000:
now he ecomes boldly before the House
with an Excess Bill of £619,000. I have
no hesitation in saying, after looking
through thut Bill, that the Treasury chest
was largely used to debauch the electors
at the last elections.

Twue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell): I had no
intention of speaking in this debate; but,
after the remarks of the member for
Geraldton (Mr. Simpson), 1 consider it
my duty to put members right in regard
to certain statements relating to my
department. I am sure hon. members
will appreciate my motives when T say
that 1 cannot allow myself to pose as a
martyr at the expense of my respected
chief (the Premier). The hon. member
who has just sat down spoke of me with
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great kindness—although I sometimes
hardly recognise whether he is speaking
in jest or earnest—and has stated that
my department had been juggled out of
its estimates. I want to pomnt out that
this is not correct. Any mistake made in
that matter was entirely due to my own

inexperience, and to my interpreting the

Premier’s request too literally. I can
promise hon. members that T will not so
offend in the future. Reference has been
made to the Lands Department being
starved and it has been said the work
will not he carried out properly. I want
to disabuse the minds of hon. members on
this point, that although these Estimates
will not give us as much money as we
would like, yet the work of the depart-
ment will be carried on by myself and
my officers as well as possible. After
the kind expressions of hon. members,
and the disapproval some have expressed
in regard to the scanty allowance placed
upon the Estimates for the work of the
Lands Department, I feel justified in the
expectation that the House will, as a
consequence, welcome a  very liberal
Excess Bill when presented next session.
I bope to have the pleasure next year
of bringing it forward, in regard to
excesses in my department. T do ask
hon. members to be a little more
generous ; and I feel it my duty to
make thes¢ remarks, when you consider
the life the Premier bas lately led. If
time had permitted to go thoroughly
into all these muitters, there would
doubtless have been anuch larger amount
of money allotted tomy department ; and
I can promise that all the money thut is
absolutely required for it will be expended.
I object very strongly v heing made to
pose as a martyr, against my will; and
though I yuite recognise that some of the
eriticism is prompted by a kindly feeling
towards me and my department, yet I
cannot help secing that, with some mem-
bers, the real object is to make political
capital out of this incident.

Mr. LEaxke: We admire your loyalty.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS: As has been said by the last
speaker, we have not enough moncy to
satisfactorily deal with the rabbitquestion;
but I believe we have enough money, at
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any rate, to mvestigate the evil; so that

if the question becomes as serious as
some members seem to expect, & remedy
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will have to be found for it. I want to
say that I recognise, and the Government
recognise, the great danger attendant on
an ingursion of rabbits, though I believe
it would not be attended with such dire
consequences in Western Avstralia as
have followed in other colonies, Still, it
is too serious a matter to trifie with ; and
I want to assure the committee that I
and other Ministers are imbued with an
eurnest desire to deal with this danger in
the most practical fashion thut is possible.
While I had no intention of speaking on
this occasion, yet I could not keep
silence whilst the hon. wmember for
Geraldton {Mr. Simpson) was wmaking
such statements as that my department
bad been juggled out of its rights. I
wish, in conclusion, to thank hon. mein-
bers for the kind sentiments they have
expressed towards me, and T only hope
that next year they will find further
opportunities for praising the Lands De-
partment. It is pleasing to feel that they
understand me and appreciate my
motives ; but do not let us laud one at
the expense of another, [ have pleasure
in saying a few honest and earncst words
in defence, if defence were needed, of the
right hon. the Treasurer.

Tue PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Right Hon. Sir J. Forrest): My first duty
is to thank hon. members for the way in
which they have dealt with the Financial
Statement which I had the pleasure of
introducing to the House a short time
ago. I way say that I do not intend my
thanks to apply to everyone in the
House, for before I sit down I shall
have to say some things that will not
be quite consistent with that; hut,
generally, I think the Government have
no cause to he dissutisfied with the
reception the House has given to the
statement of the financial position of the
colony, us placed before them by myself
on the 16th of last month. Of course it
will be understood that, in taking up the
time of the committee, my object 1s to
review those observations adverse to the
Government, which have been made in
this debate. For those which have been
made in support. of the Government, we
are, of course, very grateful, and we
thoroughly apprecinte them; and the
only reason why I intrude on the com.
mitiee, at the present fime, is to refute
the criticisms and rebut the ohserv.



828 Annual Bstimates :
ations made by those hon. members—
very few, I am glad to say—who
have laken up a position antagonistic
to the Government. I may state
that with the exception perhaps of some
few remarks on the subject by the mem-
ber for Central Murchison (Mr. Illing-
worth), who, I am sorry to see, is nof in
his place to hear what I have to say about
his observations, and with the exception
also of some observations made by the
member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson),
which I am much obliged for, I must say
there has been no real review of the
Financial Statement placed before hon.
members. If the time ever arrives, as I
have no doubt it will, when I occupy
a position on the Opposition henches,
and when some other Government
brings forward a budget speech such as I
delivered last wmonth, if I am then as
much opposed to the financial policv of
the Government a8 are the two members
opposite, I shall have something more
to say on the subject from that side than
they have said concerning this Financial
Staiement. It comes to this, that hon.
members on that side of the House, while
setting themselves out to criticise the
Government, have not taken the trouble
—1I1 do not deny them the ability, but
they have not taken the trouble—to
mvestigate the matter su as to deal with
it in a broad and reasonable way.

Mz, Leakr: You gave us only a
week.

Ture PREMIER: A few petty details
and personal observations seem to be the
sum-total of what the leader of the
Opposition thought fit to address to hon.
members when dealing with the financial
position of this great country. I do not
know what his reason is for adopting
that course. I put it down to his taking
no trouble to deal with the financial
question, although it is a question pre-
senting ample room for difference of
opinion and argument. It may, how-
ever, be incompetence, arising from his
lack of experience in public finunces.

Me. Simpson : It is lack of brains.

Tae PREMIER : I would not Like to
say that.
Albany has brains, if he would only apply
them. Certainly, in dealing with the
fineneial position of the colony, he, from
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I believe the hon. member for

my point of view, made but a sorry ex-

hibition.
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Mg. LEagE: It has had a singular effect
on you.

Tug PREMIEERE: I am uot going to
deal flippantly with the financial question.
I am in o responsible position as trustee
for the public finanees, and I am deter-
mined, as heretofore, to approach the
question in all seriousness. Theleader of
the Opposition tried to show that my cal-
culation as to the increase in the popu-
lation had not been realised. ButI cannot
look into the future and tell what is going
to huppen in years to come. I can only
give an opinion, based on surrounding
circomstances uand my own judgment.
Up to the end of June last year, ut any
rate, I was not far out, if out at all, in
regard to the population of the colony,
That is the period I was speaking of,
though my calculations come up to the
30th September. In some speech, a year
or fifteen months ago, I said the popula-
tion was likely to increase at the rate of
3,000 persons a month. In my Financial
Statement on 16th November, I showed
that the population had so increased
during  the financal year ending
June, 1897, I also showed that the
increase in the first three months of the
current year was 4,000 or 5000. That,
of course, is not such an increase as I had
estimated ; but the year is not closed yet.
There are wany reasons why population
does not increase so quickly in one part
of the year as in another; and it will be
time to twit me with being wrong when
the year 1897-8 expires. Until that time,
I shall live in hope that the pepulation
of the country will go on increasing at a
reasonable rate.

Mr. Srmpson:
month ?

Tur PREMIER: I hope there will
be as great an inerease of popula-
tion in 1897-8 as there was in 1896-7.
I am not going to say that such an
increase will come to pass. T cannot
catch people by the throat and say, “ You
shall come here and shall stay here” T
have not the gift of prophecy, but must
rely on fucts as they exist. I can only-
estimate, and, if T should prove wrong, 1
cannot help it. The leader of the Opposi-
tion seems 1o take a delight in the fact
that T was out in my calculations. If he
were really patriotic and honest, he would
express great regret that what was foretold
by the Government has not been realised.

Three thousand a
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Mr. Simpson : We get enough of that
from Government supporters.

Tve PREMIER : The object of the
leader of the Opposition is to show that I
was outin iny caleulations. That, however,
he cannot do until the financial year ex-
pires, If I should prove to be wrong, T shall
regret it, as will every man in the country.
It would be a fact the Opposition ought
to regret, and not one they should gloat
over, as the leader of the Opposition
seemed inclined to gloat over it in his
address the other night,

Mr. LEARE: We can hoth regret and
gloat.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
says he will do hoth. T have no doubt
he will, but T am not afraid of the hon.
member. The hoi. member seemed to
direct all his attention to attacking the
Director of Public Works and Com-
missioner of Railways. Because my hon.
colleague spent a lot of money last vear,
the hon. member seemed to think that he
spent it without authority from the
House, whereas, as a matter of fact, both
in regard to loan expenditure and in
regard to the consolidated expenditure,
he was within his estimate.

Mr. Leawe: I rise in explanation.

Tee PREMIER: 1 do not think the
hon. member is in order in interrupting
me.

Mr. Leake: What T said was not
against the expenditure of last year, but
against the estimate of the hon. gentle-
man’s expenditure for the coming year,
for the year ending 1898.

Tue PREMIER: My memory does
not serve in the direction the hon. gentle-
wan states. He referred to the expendi-
ture of the past year and the coming
year, and also to the Excess Bill. He
seemed to think that my colleague was
spending money without the authority of
this House. As a matter of fact, the
total expenditure did not exceed the
amount on the Appropriation Act; and
the Commissioner of Railways spent less
out of the consolidated revenue and also
out of loan than he was authorised by
the Appropriation Act to spend. In
regard to the Excess Bill, it may be said
of us, in the words of the Prayer Book,
that * we have left undone those things
which we ought io have done, and we
have done those things which we ought
not 1o have done.” That is about it

{2 Decemser, 1897.]

Dlebate on Policy. 829
‘We have not done some things which the
House authorised us to do, and we have
done other things in their place which we
were not authorised to do. We are re.
sponsible for that, and, when the Excess
Bill is before the House, if we cannot
justify ourselves for the way in which we
have spent the money, it will he for the
House to deal with us. I think we can
justify everything. 1 see nothing that
will eanse any grave censure from hon.
members. I think the exceptional con-
ditions of the colony and the exigencies of
our position will prove our justification.
It seems to be an unfortunate thing that
the district of Bunbury should have as its
member the Premier of the colony, be-
cause, if there is an_opportunity, hon.
members seem to sneer and laugh when-
ever the name of Bunbury is mentioned.
T think it is a matter to be regretted that
hon. members, in advocating the claims
of their own district, should refer to mine.
I do not think that is the way we ought
to act. T never sneer or laugh when the
name of the principal town of any
hon. member's electorate is mentiouned, and
I fail to sce why, when the little town
which Tam so proud to represent is named,
there should be any derisive laughter.
There is no doubt that this little village,
us it is called, is an 1mportant outlet for
the produce of a lurge district, und its
natural position gives it a considerable
claim for attention. Years ago it was
not thought much of, but everyone now
acknowledges that it is a natural outlet
for u large and important distriet. I was
informed to-night that not many miles
fromn Bunbury—40 miles—there are, my
informant said, 3,000 men engaged in the
timber trade; and when you put down for
cach adult man two persons dependent
on him, it will be seen that there are
several thousands of people living on the
timber industry within a short distance
of the town of Bunbury. Are these
people not entitled to some consideration?
Are they notentitled toas much consider-
ation as any other body of people. These
men at Bunbury represent a producing
industry of the country. Anyone who
likes to do down to Bunbury, whether
opponent or supporter, will, when he
comes back, be satisfied with the work
that is being done in the harbour. The
expenditure on the work is only small:

. £27,000 was expended last year and
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£30,000 is set down for this year, and
everyone who sces the work will be satis-
fied that we are trying to make a
harbour, with the prospect of certain
success. If the House by its vote this
gession, or during any other session,
says the work is not justified,
then T will at once stop the work, and let
the responsibility rest npon hon. members.
The Bunbury harbour work has not been
agreed upon to-day : last year money was
voted for it, and I want to know why the
matter is brought upagain. The Parlia-
ment committed itself to an expenditure
of £100,000 for the carrying out of the
work, and I believe it is one of the best
works from a self-supporting point of
view ever undertaken in the colony.

Mrg. GrEaory: Youexpended £27,000
on the work last year. Why can you uot
do with £20,000 this year?

Trg PREMIER: I do not think the
hon. member is going the right way to
work. I am his best friend, and I have
been his best friend, and I do not think
it is well for him to attack a little work
I have 8 large interest in. This work
will do a great deal of good in the
country, and will be the means of support-
ing thousands and tens of thousands of
people in a short time. The Bunbury
harbour is a great work, and I say to
hon. members who bave not seen it, go
and look at it, and you will come back
convinced that it will be profitable.

MR. Simeson : The ships that go into
the bharbour never go out again.

Tre PREMIER: With regard to the
other small items set down for my district,
I never asked for them. With perhaps
one exception, the items were on last
year's Estimates ; the works were not
completed, and the money has to be re-
voted. In regard to the remarks of the
hon. member for Dundas (Mr. Conolly),
who took upon himself to say something
about the work at Bunbury, I may tell
bim we have not neglected his district in
the past. The Government have spent
£100,000 in the Dundas district on
public works, and we are spending
money there now. Buot we have not
done all he wants, which means the
building of a railway at a cost of
£300,000, and £50,000 to construct a
jetty to carry the locomotives. Because
the Government have not decided to
carry ont these works, the hon. member
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tries to compare what has heen doune in
an old-established and settled district
which has a large industry atits back
with his own district. The hon.
member tried to argue in favour of
his district in that way. That is ot
the wny to deal with the Gowvernment.
I say that is not the way to deal with it.
Let other districts got what Lhey can,
Tet them get fair play, and Jet cach
member try to do his best for his own
district, and you will get my support, ns
you always have had it; but T want to
tell the hon, member that we have not
neglected the district he represents, and
that we have spent vpon it £100,000
more than we have got cut of it,so far as
revenue is concerned. We spent more
money in the Dundas and Esperance
Bay districts than we have ever got out of
thewn in revenne. That, of course, is not
a very good argument, because I would
spend ten times as much if the prospects
of the future justified it. We have not
been bleeding the district for the kenefit
of the coffers of the State and giving
nothing in return. The hon. member
may depend upon it we will try what we
can to do justice to his district as well as
to others, [n regard to public crushers,
my friend the member for North Cool-
gardie (Mr. Gregory) has pointed ount
that we are only spending £30,000 on
this item instead of £50,000, as promised;
but I have told the hon. member that
£50,000 will be spent, though we will
not require more than £30,000 this
financial year. He may depend ujpon it
that we are really in earmest in this
matter. We are not taking it up as o
political dodge or as a ery, merely
mtended to serve the passing mement:
we are in real earnest, and will start the
work as soon as we get the vote. I have
opposed any action being taken until
we get the vote; but he may
depend upon it that, if the project is a
success, we will uot stop at £30,000
or £50,000: we will go on with it so
long as it can be made reproductive, and
g0 long ax we are certain that we are
doing good work in the interests of this
country. 8o I would not lLike him to
look at this matter from a narrow point
of view, by considering whether this dis-
trict or that one is being equally well
treated—Ilet him look at it from a broad
principle.  This is a great public work.
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We are embarked on an immense busi-
ness which may cost an enorntous sum of
money ; but, if it will only be productive
of good to the community, we will go on
with it in the interests of this country.
There is no occasion for the bon. member
or anyone else in this House to urge me
on in this matter. T am a willing
horse: T am doing my best for all these
districts, and fully recognise that the
great development of this colony and the
prosperity which has come to it are mainly
due to the production of gold. There
are, of conrse, other reasons, too; but
thit is the great reason, that is the great
motor, and there is no necessity to whip
me into activity, for T am willing to do
my very best for the goldfields members,
" knowing that they represent the districts
where the greatest of all our exports is
produced. In regard to some of the
attacks made by our friends opposite, T
must refer to the remarks of the hon.
members for North Perth (Mr. Old-
ham), and North-East Coolgardie (M.
Vosper), upon the Government Printer.
I regret that they have spoken as they
did concerning the Gtovernment I'rinter.
I am not going to say that departinent is
absolutely perfect, but I kmow this, that
there is a high-minded, conscientious
nan at the head of it, who is trying to
do his duty, and has done it for many
years in this colony; and I say he does
not deserve such treatment, and it is a
shame that men like the members for
North Perth and North.-East Coolgardie
should stand up and slander an old and
honourable  public servant. It ill-
becomes anyonme in this committee to
throw stones at a man who has served
the country long and honourably, and
grown grey in the public service. I
should not he doing my duty in my
present position, if T did not protect that
officer from insult.

A MemBER: It was the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) who
spoke of the Government Printer.

Tue PREMIER: I am referring to
the hon. member for North Perth (Mr.
Oldham), and speaking of the Printing
Department.

Mr. Vosper : I spoke of the Printing
Department.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
for North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
did not say so much about the Printing
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Department, hut my remarks apply to
him too. Evidences of youth may he
absent in the Government Printer--old
age may be creeping on—but for recti-
tude of character and a desire to do his
duty, a better man could not be found in
the service,

Mr. Vosrer: I did not raise the ques-
tion of rectitude of :haracter.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
spoke of  faveuritism ” and * incapacity "
in connection with the Government
Printer, who has dozens of times in the
past received the thanks of this House
for the faithful manner in which he dis-
charges his duty. This is not the stage
at which to deal with items which appear
in the Estimates. That should be done
as each department comes before the
committee for consideration in detail.
The Estimates for the Printing Depart-
ment and the Postal Department will
come up by-and-by, and then will be
the time for observation on the conduct
of the respective heads. Parliamentary
privilege was abused the other evening
when the commiftee had to listen for
hours to remarks in detail re the action
of heads of departments.

Mr. SrumpsoN: The time was taken
up by new members.

Tre PREMIER : I do not care whether
they were old or new members whe took
up the time. I feel very strongly on
this matter. The Postmaster General
may have his faults, as we all have, but
he is a high-minded, honourable man.
He has served under me fur many years,
and a man who is more precise or has a
firmer grasp of all the details of his
department could not be found in the
public service., I would be wrong if I
did not defend this old, honest, and well-
tried officer from defamation and insult
at the hands of a man who has had no
experience in the Parliament of this
country,

Mr. Vosper: I huve had some ex-
perience of the Postmasier Gteneral on
the goldfields.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
may have had some experience on the
goldfields, but he has had no responsi-
bility. No allowance has been made for

. the great changes which events of recent

years have necessitated in the postal
department. 1t is simply wonderful how
the Postmaster General has encountered
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and surmounted great difficulties, and in
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a short time effected necessary changes '

and reforms all over the country. What
has this much-abused man done? He
has so administered his departinent.

under the Government, as to cover this '

vast country from oue end to the other '

with postal and telegraph services.
two new members, who, so to speal, have
not been five minutes in the House, take
upon themselves to lecture us all, and to
insult the Postmaster Greneral and the
Government  Printer.  Such  conduch
reflects no credit on those hon. members
or on the constituencies they represent.
I am not goiug to stand “here, in my
responsible position, and hear old and
well-tried servants abused and insulted.

Mr. Orpram: All rightt We will
speak out plainly, too.

Tee PREMIER: You can speak out
as much as you like, but you will be just
where you were the other night.

Mr. Stmeson: We will have an inquiry
about land resumption, which the Premier
cdloes not know about.

Tee PREMIER: I defy the hon.
member to put his finger on anything I
have ever done in the colony ——

Mr. Sivpson: May I be allowed to
say that I never implied any doubt as to
any action of the Premier; but there is
a grave rumour in town about a Govern-
ment official and land resumption,

Tug PREMIER: Who iz he? Name
him!

Severar Meweers (on Government
side) : Name him!

THe PREMIER: 1 defy the hon.
member to name the official.

Mzr. Stmpsow : The Postinaster General.

Tug PREMIER: The Postmaster
General ? .

Mr. Simpson: Yes.

Tue PREMIER : T donot know any-
thing about it.

Mr. Smmreson: I know you do not.

Tur PREMIER : If the Postmaster
General has done wrong, the Government
will not shield him. T speakof the Post-
master Genernl only from my own
experience of bim. TIf I am wrong in the
estimate I have formed of a man

Mr. Simeson : We do not accuse him
of that.

Yet

Twr PREMIER : Of what do you I

accuse him ? I know nothing about it.
Me. Stapson: I know you do not.

|
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Trz PREMIER: I know the Post-
master General, after a life-long  ex-
perience, and speak of him as I know
liim.

Me. Srmrsow: I never implied any-
thing about you.

Tre PREMIER: T apologise. T was
a little excited. I do not wish o say
anything offensive; but, if I do, I shall
be glad to apologise afterwards. The
member for Albany spoke about n redue-
tion of the Estimates. I do not believe
he will he able to effect any reduction,
but I will assist him in his attempt. If
there are any reductions to be made in
these Estimates without injury to the
public service, no one will be more glad
than myself.

A Memper: Did you not have some
trouble with the departments about the
Bstimates ?

Tae PREMIER: I have to frame the
Estimates, and I cannot come here show-
ing a deficit. I had to return the depart-
mental estimates to the heads of the
departments, with instructions to reduce
some items, so as to give me a balance.
They all did something. Some cut down
the estimates not so much as I named,
and others cut them down nearly us
much as I named. I asked the Com.
missioner of Crown Tands for £22,000,
and he gave me £14,000 out of a
total of £90,000. I did not look at
them in detail, and they got into the
general Estimates in the form in which
hon. members now find them there. T
have not time to examine every detail,
but I have to take care that there is a
balance, and I trost to Ministers to do
their best to keep their departments
within hounds, and T must say that thev
have worked loyally with me. I «an
assure hon. members that I have been
through overy one of these items with
every Minister, and if hon. members ¢an
find some place where a reduction can be
made, T will try and meet their views;
but I think very few places will he found
where a reduction can be made without
injury to the service. Hon. members
may give the Government credit for
having some knowledge of what has been
done and what is required. If there is a
Place where a reduction can be effected,
we shall be glad. I rvecogunise that the
expenditure iz very large. Some of these
works have been commenced, sonie are
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about to be commenced, and it will
be difficult to strike out many of
them. The member for Central Murchi-
son  (Mr. Illingworth) is unfortunately
not in his place. No one in the House
poses every year as a financial anthority as
the hon. member does. He can say exactly
what the revenue is to be, what the bal-
ance is to Le, how money is to be obtained

und at what price, and is always sure |

that the Government know nothing what-
ever ubout the subject with which they
are dealing. There are some fairly good
authorities in London, tee. I have no
doubt that the dirvectors of the Londen
and Westminster Bank are second to
noné. They have their finger on the
fiuancial pulse, certainly as much as any
other great financial house in London.
The Government have the benefit of their
experience and udvice. I have told the
House to-night that, requiring some
fands to carry on, in order to meet our
requirements we took advantage of the
power given us under the law to place a
small loan privately on the T.ondon
market—not by advertising, not by calling
for tenders, beeause it is not desirable to
advertise that we want a snm of £200,000
or £300,000. That would do us vo good.
These things are not done by advertise-
ment: you go on the market. If a busi-
ness man wants a little accommodation,
he does not publish it in the news-
paper that he has gone to his banker.
We obtained the money, and I think we
did very well, considering all things and
the position of Australia at the present
time. That we were able to borrow in a
small way for our current requirements
for a very short term money at 33 per
cenf. for two years I do not think is

bad, I wish I could get money at 3% per
cent.; I have to pay 7 per cent. for my
overdraft, und I suppose other hon.

members are in the same positionas I am.
‘When we have an opportunity 1o go on
the market for a loan, not for iwo years
but for 40 years, with the option after
20 years of being able to pay it off

at any time, giving 12 months’ notice— -

because those are the terins ou which our

louns have been raised since the Govern-
ment. have heen in office—-then we will

advertise it throughout the world. But
T do not think it will do us any good to
publish it to the world that the Govern-
ment have to get a temporary advance of

(2 DecembEeRr, 18971

" the year, a deficiency.
" we shall.

; Lhe expenditure,
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half a million. Tt would be better to
wait until we get o permanent loan, and
then we will advertise it all over the
world. There is nothing advantageous in
informing everybody what we are doing.

- The result of this little advance is excel-

leat, and it is well to know that we can
get balf 2 million when we want it.
The hon. member for Central Murchison
(Mr. THingworth) secmed to think that
the Government will have, at the end of
I do not think
We shall watch how we are
going on, and if the revenve does not come
up to owr expectations, we shall cartail
I do not think it is
desirable to have u deficiency, but sup-
osing we bad a deficicncy of say
£200,000 in a revenne of two millions and

" a balf, T do not think that would be a

serious mafter : we could pav it off the
next vear. But it is not advisable to
have a deficiency—we have never had
any deficiency vet—and the object
of the Government will be to prevent
anything of the sort. We shall curtail
the expenditure if we find the revenue
not coming up toexpectations. The hon.
member for Central Murchison said a Tot
about how the peopls were taxed in this
country. The Government have never
increased the taxation. The public pay
no more taxes than did the people who
were here in 1891, hefore the colony was
under Responsible Government. But the
Government have reduced the taxation.
We have the duty off tea, sugar,
mining machinery and implements. The
hon. member for Central Murchison re-
ferred to the fact that when the question
of another Minister was proposed in the
House, it was expected that the Public
Works and Railways Departments would
have been separated. Some hon. mem-
bers expressed that opinion; but te say it
was thoroughly understood that the
departments would be separated, 1 deny
that. T quite augree that two sach large
departments might well be divided, but
it is easy to see why attention has not
been given to the matter. I have been
away to England and to several of
the colonies, but I intend to give my
attention to the question before we meet
next session. Some arrangement, some-
what in accord with what the hon. mem-
ber said, might be arrived at. I believe
there should be a fairer adjustment of
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work,  The Works and Railways Depart.
ments are big, and there is very trying
and arduous labour in connection with
them. The Commissioner of Railways
and Director of Public Works has too
much anxious and trving work to do,

[ASSEMBLY.)

and we must try aud so arvange |
the departments that the work may
be wore equally divided amongst us.

Reference has also beenn made to members
coming to Ministers. and getting con-
sideration. It goes without saying that
if & member of Parlinment comes to a
Minister to ask for something For his
constituents, the first desive of
Minister will be to see how fur he can
meet his wishes, The member is not
asking for a favour for himself, but for
the people he represents, and I think it is
quite right that every consideration
should be shown to members of Parlia-
ment. by Ministers in regard to their
requests, and, if it is possible, their wishes
should be met. [ quite agree with these
members who have said that a time is
coming when we cannot please every-
hody. We have to say * No’' sometimes,
and there i1s no doubt about it that,
unless our coffers are very full, as in the
vears gone by and during last year—
unless our revenue goes on increasing ab
an enormous rate far above our estimates,

that

- Public 'Works,
. are on u satisfactory footinyg,

we shall be unable to comply, as we have

done in times past, with all the requests
of hon. members. When the time comes
that the revenue will only be capable of
keeping pace with the expenditure, it will
be absolutely necessary for Ministers to
say *“No,” in order that a deficiency may
not ogecur. My hon. friend the Com-
missioner of Crown Tands, in defending
himself to-night, took, I think, rather too
seriousaview of theattacksmadeupon hiw.
T have no doubt his feeling was this; that
for all the energy and trouble and anxiety
which he had displayed in trying to put
his department on a proper footing, he
did not deserve these attacks and inis-
representations, and that his feelings
were somewhat hurt by them. The bon.
member’s answer should have been this:
Look at the Railway Department; look
at what it is opeming up; look at the
revenue it has produced! There is the
result of my work; there is the success
of my administration ; and it is certainly
due to my departmevt that the railways
have been able to make such a large con-

Debate on Policy.

tritmtion to the revenue of the country.
That is the answer the hon, member had
to give, and I give it for him. T say the
hon. member has no rensen to he
aghamed, but that, on the contrary, he
should he well satisfied with the result of
all his work and all his anxicty and all
his frouble, and that he stands hefore the
country as one who has most cfficiently
admimstered this department during the
past vear, and made a censiderable profit.
for the colony. I noticed that the
railways were not altacked; and with
rtegard to  the harbowr works, I think
thev are in a far better position than they
were a year or six months ago,  The hon.
the Director of Public Works has had,
for a long time, to devote himself almost
exclusively to milways; but I believe he
is now giving more attention to the
hecanse the railways
I would
liketo inform the hon. members for Albany
(Mr. Leake) and Geraldton (Mr. Simpson)
and members generally, that we do not
want to spend money for the sake of
spending it—in fact, I am most anxious
that we should not do so. I am sure
that during the last few months I must
have heen very troublesome to all mny
colleagues in asking them not to spend
more than was absolutely necessary ; and,
if we can save money in this country at
the present time, by vrefraining from
undertaking unnecessary works, then I
shall be only too glad to assist my col-
leagues and other hon. members in not
spending it. TIn regard to the Excess
Bill, which the hon. member for the
Canning (Mr. Wilson) inade so much of,
it is unnecessary to say that the demands
and interests of the country increased
so much that it would have been
foolish if we had not complied with
them by spending this momney. When
this Bill comes up will be the time for
me to defend the expenditnre on the
various items,

A Menser: There was no authority

- for the expenditure.

Teg PREMIER: True, there was no
authority for the expenditure. The over-
draft was £600,000, but there were
underdrafts amounting to £480,000.
[Mk. TLeake: No.] The hon. member
says “No.” 1In the first place we only
speut £120,000 more than we bad
authority to spend. I will tell the hon,
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member something of which, perhaps, he
has no idea. Had I chosen to take
advantage of the law, I could have trans-
ferred this £480,000 against the £600,000,
and have shown an excess expenditure of
only £119,000. That is done in other
cclonies, but I have never taken that
course, and never will. Everyitem of ex-
penditure on behalf of the State is
presented to this House, in order that
members may see where the excess
expenditure is. In the Auditor General's
report, part of which I have seen, it will,
T Dbelieve, be pointed out that the law
is as I have stated.

A Memeer: It is a bad law.

Pus PREMIER : T do ot inow that.
The mouney is all in one departmental
vote. If you have an excess vote for pan.
nikins, and so much is required for frying-
pans, I do notsee why some of the excess
vote should not be taken from pannikios
and expended on frying-pans. At any
rate, the law is as T have stated; and all
I wish to say is that the Governmment
have not taken advantage of that law.
As to the speech of the hon. member for
Geraldon (Mr. Simpson), T do not know
whether 1o say much againsi it.  Some
parts of the speech 1 was pleased with,
and other parts I was not.  There was
nothing, however, which brought home to
my mind that he is a great financier.
That, T believe, is his reputation in the
city.

A MEMBER:
tion,

Tue PREMIER : Then I beg the
hon. member’s pardon : 1 thought he was
versed in the science of finunce. At any
rate, the hon. member, when making his
speech, posed as a finuncier, and said
“the money was taken out of
the pecple’s pockets.” Anybody would
think the Governwent caught hold
of a man, grabbed the money out of his
pocket, and then putting the money into
their own pocket, stuck to it. What is
the reul fact? The money comes out of
the people’s pockets, and then, as the
Government distribute it, the money goes
back to the people.

Mg. Simpson: That is what makes
every member rich, I suppose.

Tee PREMIER: The Government do
not keep the money, but spend it; and
the Government not only distribute
money contributed by the people of the

That is not his reputa-

[2 Decemser, 1897.]
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colony, but borrow hundreds of thousands
of pounds and distribnte that here also.

Mg. Sivpsow: Thea your poliey of
horrowing inoney makes us rich ?

Tae PREMIER: The ery—and it is
a poor cry—about the Government tuking
the money ' out of the people’s pockets,”
is humbug. The money is distributed
aguin on public works throughout the
country, for the needs and benefit of the
people.

Mr. Georce: But the same people do
not get the money back.

Tue PREMIER: What T find most
fault with, in the speeches of the hon.
member for (eraldton and the hon.
member for Albany, is that, though they
are sometimes in the right, they generally
indicate a want of Faith in the country.

Me. Leage: No, no; that is deliberate
misrepresentation.

Tue PREMIER: Although those hon.
members, in one part of their remarks,
said they had faith in the country, their
words, previously and afterwards, would
lead people to believe the State was
financial difficulties—that we were on the
hrink of a financial precipice. [Mr.
Lerare: And 5o you are] Thatis the
conelusion I draw from the speeches of
the hon. member for Geraldton and the
hon. member for Albany, and it is to
the tone adopted by them I have great
abjection. I have not misquoted the
hon. members, as shown by the inter-
jection of the leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Leake: You do not inisquote me.
I think yeu are in trouble.

Tee PREMIER : Then I say the hon.
member knows nothing about it, and that
his assertion is not founded on fact.
Hon. members have all the information
I had for tbe purpose of compiling the
statement I presented to the committee

on the 16th November. All the
information Dbefore me then 18 on
the table at the present time. I

- say he is a traitor to his country, in

trying to defame it. ‘When an un-
exampled period of prosperity has come
upon us, which has raised every one of
us from the position we occupied to a
position of far greater importance, owing
to the progress of this country and the
policy of this Parliament since we as-
sumed the government of our own affairs,
how can the hon. member say that we
are on the verge of riin? He is a
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defamer of this colony, and has no busi-
ness to be here representing a consti-
tuency in this House.

Mg. Srurson : I spoke more in sorrow
than in anger.

Tre PREMIER: The hon. member
for Geranldton complained that we bad
not a Civil Service Bill. I am quite in
accord with him in that, I would hike
to get rid of all patronage. I do not
want any: it is a perfect nuisance.
People from all over the world write to
me askmng for work. Before I get away
from my house in the morning I am
deluged with applications. People seem
to think that if only they can get a
letter to the Premier, they are sure of a
billet. I want to be relieved of
the trouble and worry in ¢onnection with
it.  People seem to think I have any
amonnt of billets to give away, whereas
the contrary is the case. During the
seven years we have had Responsible
Government. in this colony we have been
trying to advance the interests of Western
Australin in everv poessible way ; but be-
cause we have not been able to do every-
thing that has heen done by colonies
which have had self-government for 40
years, hon. members find fault.  We must
try and deal with the different problems
before us as fast as we can. It will be a
good thing when the civil service is
modelled on proper Jines. Whether the
civil servants themselves will be financial
gainers by the change L am not so sure. It
will probably stop these annual increases,
which T would be onlv too glad to give if
I had¢ the money. The member for
@Geraldtou said we ought to get on with
the Coolgardic Water Scheme. Does he
remember the speech he made last year in
regurd to that? There never was such an
attack made on a scheme as he made on
that in this House. Now. one would
think he was a great supporter of it.
He tried to instil in the minds of the
people, both here and in England, that
there was no necessity for such a scheme;
that the people did not want it. He
delivered a speech in which he quoted the
opinion of Captain Oats aguinst the
scheme. Had Captain Oats been adeity.
the member for Geraldton could not have
spoken of him in higher terms. He
called him “the great mining engineer,”
and so forth. The hon. member now
admits that he was wrong. He did his

[ASSEMBLY.]
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best to bloek the scheme a year ago, but,
like many of his methods, his opposition
was 1ot rewarded with success, and I
think he is very glad now that it failed.

Mr. Simpson: I said it should not be
done by private enterprise.

Tee PREMIER: The hon. member
said it was not wanted, and now he
has to admit it is wanted. That is only a
shufile of the cards. If such a calamity
should happen in this country, and
the persons in power were deposed
and went over to the other side of the
House, they would find the hon. mem-
ber in his place advocating the scheme
and taking possession of it as if he were
the originator of it. That is what I
think wonld happen. I myself do not
profess to be the originator of the scheme,
Then the hon. member for Albany (Mr.
Leake) says, with delight, * Weare going
to knock down the Estimates: we will do
it.” Anyone would think the hon.
member only had tosay “do it,” and it
was done. Why, the hon. gentleman
has scarcely a follower in the House. T
do not think the member for Geraldton
would follow him in all things: he goes
out to avoid defeat, sometimes.

Me. Leare: We heat vou the other
night, though.

Tweg PREMIER: Did you? It
must have heen sowmething very bad
we were advocating, if you heat us.
The hon. wember says he is going to
cut down the Estimaftes. That meansg that
the hon. wember and his followers are
going to stop public works and throw
men out of employment in this country.

Mg, Simrson: The hon. member for
Albany said that to encourage lund settle-
ment, he was going to cnt down the
public works,

Tug PREMIER : The hon. member
says at one time he is going to cut
down the Estimates half a million, and
then he says he will cut them down
hy £100,000.

Mr. Leagr: I said, take away from
the Works and give to the Lands.

Tae PREMIER: That is what
the hon. member is going to do: he
is going to give the Commissioner
of Crown Lands more money to
spend, but he does not say how. The
hon. member does not sav how, and I do
not think he cares how. But if the hon.
member is going te wut down the Esti-
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wates, I think be will find it a dificult
thing: if be can do it without effecting
injury, 1 shall e glad.
Mr. Leake: You will =
Taug PREMIER: T never - climb
down” Tt is generally said [ am
one of the strongest supporters
the statement that '-’0]!.1 is a factor in
our prosperity, but “there are taen in
this House who would make people
believe that, gold alone has done all thak
has been done in this country.
before, and T say again. it s not s,
The gold has done a Iol, but if we
had bad noe public-spirited works policy,
people would have been going in a four-
wheeler to Coolgardie now.
works policy of ihe country and the
borrowing of money, the introduection of

climb down.”

{2 DecemBEr, 1897.)]

of -

I said |
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position, if he makes what be calls “a
plinge,” and it does not come off; Lut he
must not blame the conntry for that. It
will not be the fanlt of the country, but
the fault of his inistaken ]udu:m.nt
Perhaps his judgment is as good as that
of other people, but still his tluhu[mlmna
have not been realised ; and I think, frimn
the way the hon. member spoke tu-night,
something of this sort must have over-
taken him recently, for e scemed very
depressed  and  alarmed  to-night  in
regard to the condition of the goluny.
The hon. member referved to what T said
yesterday in the Perth Town Hall I

. certainly had on opportunity of speaking

The public

six millions of British gold, the building of -

railways and telegraphs-—all these things,
in  conjunction with the production
of the gold, has mude the country what
it is. These things, working together,
have encouraged the agricultural and
timber and every other ludustly in the
country.
are thousands of men working now,
where they vould not get work before.
That has happened all’ along the coast
line from Bunbury to Bridgetown. Thou-
sands of men are working in the timber
mdustry, and the industry will go
on ingreasing as long as the Govern-
ment pive cheap means of transit.
I would like to know what rewson there
is in this colony to be alarmed. Are we
all going stark staring mad in this place ?
Do we not kvow what the condition of
affairs was u few yeurs ago, when we had
a revenue of only £400,000 and a popu-
lation of 50,000, whereas now we have
an estimate made by persons who know
something about it, who certainly have
brought some Lkoowledge and experience

there, but T did nol mention anyone’s
name, and 1 find that the newspapers did
not report we.  But, for the information
of the hon. member, if be likes to hear it
againy, T may say that I told those present
that I did not believe in whining croakers
-—that T did not believe in people who,

. when an area of prosperity comes upou us.

Hon. members know that there

to bear on the ¢nestion, showing that '

the population of the colony is over
160,000, with a revenue of £3,000,000.
Who is going to be alarmed? It is
nonsensical for people to talk about
the country being in difficulties, when
such good fortune has come upon us,
I do not mean to say that evervone is
overflowing with riches. There are specu-
lators in this place who are trying to
tnuke money, and some of them may lose
it. The member for Gerabliton (BMr.
Simpson) may find himself in the same

go whininy and croaking about because
some little dlﬂ'l(.ulty has te be faced. The
only use of difficulties is to show a man’s
grit, and hig ability toovercome them. That

' 18 how we have to confront theimn. The hon.

nmember said something about the pleasant
nuture of my experiences through life.
But I have had & hard struggle, too. 1
have worked as a labouring man in this
country fur a year or two in my youth,
with axe and spade, wnd I do not think
the hon, member ever did much of that,
by the look of him. I sheuld not like to
do it again; but if I had mny youth back
I would not be afraid of ihe work. I
have not been brought vp in the lap of
tuxury, but have had to be careful and
cautious all my life. The hon. member
talked about a ““ panicin the place.” That
is why I think there must he a panic in the
hon. member. I have never heard of any
panic in this country. The member for
South Fremantle (Mr. Solomon) must
also, I think, have made a bad specl.lla.tion
lately, because he said “ Hear, hear.” T
do not know what has happened to the
hon. member’s district, or why he should
have said “ Hear, hear,” to the remark
that there was a panic in the city. Yet
he denies that he has defamed the country,
although he tells us that there is a panic
raging.

Mr. A. Forresr: That is in the share
market.
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Tueg PREMIER.:
ought to be more cautious, and not
blame the colony for his own acts, In
conclusion, I again thank hon. members
for the receplion given to the Estimates.
I rely on the good sense of hon. imembers
to consider the votes carefully in com-
mittee. Noone will be mmore plensed than
myself if any of the votes can be reduced,
providing that by the reduction the in-
terests of the colony are not injured.
There is no reagson whatever for us to be
other than delighted at the prospuct before
the country. We are not going to have

gold droppiug into our moutls or attain -

the millenium all at once; bui if the

affaivs of the country are looked after with

care, economy, and a reasonable amount
of caution, I believe that no disaster will
ever come RPON us.

Vote—His Excellency the Governor,
£1,160—put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

BANKRUPTCY ACT AMENDMEN'T BILL.

Received from the Legislative Coun-
cil, and, on the motion of Mr. LEAKE,
read a first time.

AUCTIONEERS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Reuceived from the Legislative Council,
and, on the motion of Mr. Morax, read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 126 midnight
until the next Monday.

[ASSEMEBLY.]

The hon. member -

Public Business.

Legrslative
Mouday, 6th December, 1897,

Assembly,

Public Business: Ministerial Statemeut -Papers pre-
seuted —Question: South Quny, Freuuntle—Ques-
tiow : Volunteer Corps for Kulgoorlie, and Head
?un.rters Band Trip to Albany Question: Can-
didates’ Ezpenses at  Electinns—Inebrintes Bild:
first reading —Legul Practitioners Act Amendinent
Bill: first reading—Iicturn: Houlder Post Office
Husiness —Return : Military Trip to Alluny—Aug.
tioneers Act Further Amemlment Bill: second
rexding: in committee Public Notarvies Bill: i
vomwmittee —Ulreuit Courts Bill: in comumittee- -
Workmeu's Lien Bill: in committec—Ronds and
Stregts Closure Bill: sccond readivy - - Annual
Egtimates: in Committee of Supply (reswuned)—
Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chairat 7-30
I o'clock p.m.

Pravers.

PUBLLC BUSINESS—MINISTERLIAL
I STATEMENT.

Tee PREMIER (Right Houn. Sir J.
Forrest) : I wish to say a few words to
wembers  generally with regard to the
amount of business we wre to try to
undertake and complete during the pre.
sent session. There have been many
incidents during the year which have
delayed the usual session of Purliament.
The year is now fast drawing to a close,
and T have been spoken to by several
members in regard to whether an effort
cannot be made to complete a sufficient
amount of our business to enable us to
prorogne before Christmas. I am in-
formed, and feel quite sure, that it will
be very inconvenient to members to bave
to return to their duties in this House
after the Christmas holidays; and it has
occurred to me that an arrangement might
be arrived at, by which we could finish the
more important part of the work, while
the Government, might undertake to call
Parliament together earlier in the next
year than has been usual. If we were to
meet next year about the first week in
June, we should be in session a month
longer than usual before the end of
the financial year; and those of the
Bills now tabled which we are not
able to complete, and those additiunal
Bills which will be laid on the table
before Christinas, might well be con-
sidered imnediately after we meel again.
Of course the Goverminent do not wish
to unduly press this upon the House;




